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skillful attorneys who had always been in their 
employment could object to, it had been resisted \ 
by them, and implications of every kind had been | 
cast upon the United States. So that, after thirteen | 
years of the progress of this settlement, we seemed | 
to be further from any conclusion of it than eyer. 
They began with an engagement on the part of the 
United States to pay them five millions of dollars; 
and now, including the present appropriation, 
there had been paid to them, upon claims founded + 
ypon implications of one sort or another, the sum | 
of eight and a half millions of dollars; and he | 
found, also, that they had still lying back other 
claims, by which they expected to get some two 
or three millions more. 

The treaty of which he had spoken made it the 
duty of the United States to pay what should ap- | 
ar to be due to the Indians, after a just and fair 
settlement. When, then, was this debt to become 
due?. As a matter of course, whenever the settle- 
ment should be made: that was the time when the 
money would become payable. The amendment | 
of the Senate was a proposition to appropriate 
twelve hundred and thirty-one thousand dollars, | 
without saying anything about a final settlement, || 
allowing that consideration to pass over. But the 
Committee of Ways and Means—thinking he was 
apretty good paymaster who paid when the debt 
became due—struck out the amendment of the 
Senate, and proposed to appropriate the same sum, | 
to be paid (or so much of it as should be found 
due) to the Indians upon a just settlement of the 
whole matter. Arid in order that. the proceeding |! 
might be binding, it was provided in the amend- 
ment that the President of the United States should || 
direct one or more of the officers in one of the ex- | 
ecutive departments, to take the management of | 
the settlement with the Indians, so as to bring it 
under the supervisory control of one of the heads 
of the departments; and that all allowances thus | 
made, with the consent of the head of the proper || 
department of this Government, should be binding || 
on the part of the United States, and also on the || 
part of the Indians, to be represented also by their | 
duly-authorized agent; and that such settlement || 
shall be conclusive of the whole matter. Such | 
} 
| 


was the principle of the amendment; and it was | 
provided that the money should be paid as soon | 
asthe amount of the debt might be ascertained. 
That, as he thought, was all that could be reason- | 
ably expected of the most willing debtor. But as | 
he perceived that the committee were not disposed | 
to listen further to this branch of the case, he || 
would pass it. 
Another important provision of the amendment 
was this: it proposed, in case of. emergency, to 
authorize the President of the United States to 
issue treasury notes to an amount not exceeding 
five millions of dollars, with power to reissue from 
the present time till the close of the next session 


of Congress: that was to say, it proposed to re- || 


vivea part of the act of 1846, which was passed 
in anticipation of a similar emergency, and which 
conferred on the President authority to issue treas- | 
ury notes to the amount of ten millions, or take 
upaloan to that amount. The necessity of this 
provision arose from two or three causes. But as | 
¢ found the committee were not disposed to listen, | 
he would not discuss them. 
Mr. ATKINSON now took the floor, and spoke | 
an hour; in which he contemplated the state of 
the Union generally, and especially the question of | 
slavery in the territories, and its effects upon the 





“petix.) 
When Mr, ATKINSON had concluded— 

The CHAIRMAN announced the termination | 
of debate, by previous order of the House; and the | 
committee proceeded to the vote. 

The Senate amendment, and the amendment | 
thereto by the Committee of Ways and Means, 
Were then read by the Clerk. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, proposed to 
amend the amendment by the Committee of Ways | 


general welfare. [This speech will be found in the | 
| 
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Mr. T. (under“the five minutes rule) supported 
his amendment by remarks in which he was un- 
derstood to express his desire to act liberally to- 
wards the Indians in this matter, and to concur in 
the determination of the Committee of Ways and 
Means, as expressed by the honorable chairman, 
to make the settlement final and binding upon this 
Government, as well as upon the Indians. 

Mr. STEPHENS (by consent) desired merely 
to state his entire concurrence in the views of the 
gentieman from Mississippi as to the final adjust- 
ment of the difficulty, and to express his hope that 


the amendment would be adopted. 


Mr. BRODHEAD submitted an inquiry in rela- 


| tion to the proper construction of the 11th article 


of the treaty requiring certain questions to be sub- 
mitted to the Senate. 

Mr. STEPHENS replied, that was a matter 
which the Indians cduld waive whenever it pleased 
them; and if they did so, we need not object. He 
wag in favor of a final settlement. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. Soaml. 

Mr. STEPHENS (continuing) said that great 
injustice had been .done to these Indians, he had 
no doubt. 

The amendment to the amendment was then 
adopted. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, proposed to 
amend the amendment of the Committee of Ways 
and Means by adding thereto the following: 

Provided, That ali contracts entered into by the delegations 
representing the Old Settlers in their collective capacity, 
for the purpose of prosecuting their claim against the Uuited 
States, shall be examined and adjudicated by the Seeretary 
of War; and where the proofs are satisfactory that such 
contracts were fairly made with the knowledge and appro 
bation of the Oid Seylers aforesaid, and confirmed by their 
duly authorized repr@sentatives who signed the treaty of 
August 6, 1846, and that the services or other assistance 


| required by said contracts were faithfully and successtully 


rendered, then they shall be allowed and paid out of the 
money appropriated to carry said treaty into effect. Pro 


| vided, also, That claims held by individuals against the Old 


Settler Cherokees for clothing, subsistence, or money ad 
vances, which sliall be referred to a general council of gaid 
Old Settiers, to be convened by the agent after due notice, 


| shall be paid, if passed upon and allowed by them, out oj 
| Such moneys ag shall be due them. 


Mr. JOHNSON (in explanation) wished to say, 
that we had now in this city about the third or fourth 
delegation from these Indians, which had come here 
insisting upon the very points embraced in his 
amendment. They desired not only to evince their 
determination to adjust their difficulty with the Uni- 


| ted States upon the principles of justice and hon- 


esty, but also to show that they had acted the part 
of honest people towards all those to whom they 
| had become indebted. The provisions of the bill, 
| without his proposition, would put their money into 
| such a position that their debts could not be paid, 
| and thus would be brought upon them the impu- 
tation of dishonesty. He rehearsed the provisions 
of -his amendment, and urged with much earnest- 
ness the justice of the latter class of claims which it 
contemplates. He spoke also of the earnest desire 
that they should be paid, on the part of the Indians 
| themselves, they having three times passed a reso- 
lution in council to that effect. 

Mr. VINTON said it was required by the treaty 
that the United States should pay the money di- 
rectly to the Indians themselves per capiia, and 
was proceeding, when— 

The CHAIRMAN arrested his remarks, as in 
violation of the order of the House. 

The question was then taken upon Mr. Joun- 
| 80N’s amendment, and it was rejected. 


Mr. WHITE then proposed to amend the amend- 


striking out all after the word ‘* Hidalgo,” 


inserting the following: 
That the President of the United States, if, in his opinion, 


and issue thereupon stock of the United States for the sum 
thus borrowed, in the same form and under the same restric- 
tions, limitations, and provisions as are contained in the act 


of Congress, approved 21st July, 1841; and such loan shall be | 
made reimbursable at such time, within twenty years from | 


| the passage of this act, as the President may prescribe; and 


ment of the Committee of Ways and Means, by | 
and | 


it shall be the interest of the United States so to do, may | 
borrow, on credit of the United States, the sum of &5,000,000, | 


and M : - 7 || the proceeds of said loan may be applied to such payments 
eans, by adding the following words: || as the exigencies of the Government may require; and the 


— also to include all claims whatsoever of the Chero- || sum of fifteen thousand dollars is hereby appropriated, out 


nation under the !1th article of said treaty. 


4l 


}) of any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated, 
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for the purpose of defraying the expenses of negotiating the 
above Joan, in the same manner as provided in the act ap 
proved 21st July, 1841. 

Mr. WHITE said he had never yet been able 
to learn the necessity or propriety of this Govern 
ment resorting to the issue af treasury notes. it 

hould be a necessity for such a thing, i 


there shou 
struck him as more appropriate for the Govern- 


ment (as it would ior an individual) to reaort 
toaloan directly. We never should be alile to 
know the exact amount of the indebtedness of the 
Government, so long as we permitted the issue of 


to pay. He hoped that whatever 


these promise 
| sary for the deficreney of the 


sum mignt be } 


. > , 5 . . ' ! 
coming year, the Government would be autherized 
to borrow it 
. ' mys s «) J ' m 
Mr. VINTON honed the proposition would not 


. : 
be adopted. 


And the question being taken thereon, it waa 


T rye nce - . 
Mr. HOM! SON, of Pennsylvania, proposed 
to amend the amendment by adding t! 


lowing: 
Provided, also, Thatelaims held by individuals against the 
Old Settler Cherokees, tor clothing, subsistence, mane, or 
advances, which shall be referrer to a general couneit of said 
Old Seitlers, to be convened by the weent after 


all } 
Srlais De 


due hohee, 
pad, if passed upon and allowed by them, ont ot 
uch moneys as shall be due them. 

Mr. THOMPSON supported his amendment in 
a few remarks which were not heard by the re- 
porter. 

Mr. VINTON said he would be glad of an op- 
portunity to say a word upon this amendment. 

Mr. THOMPSON, to afford that opportunity, 
said he would withdraw his amendment, if the 
ceentieman from Ohio would renew it. 

Mr. VINTON renewed the amendment, (pre 
forma,) and said, if he could get the ear of the com- 
mittee for a few moments, he thought he might be 
able to satisfy them, that, if this payment were 
made upon the amendment of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, we should be obliged to pay at over 
again. By the terms of the treaty, the United States 
were bound to pay this money to the Indtans, dis- 
tributing it among them individually. brom time 
to time, for ten or fifteen years past, these Indians 
had had their agents employed to prosecute these 
claims against the United States. Amos Kendall, 
formerly Postmaster General, was one of these, and 
his papers were here, showing that he had entered 
into a contract with these Indians stipulating that 
he would prosecute these claims fer them, and : 
he succeeded he was to receive five per cent. of the 
whole amount they were to receive; eid if the 
claim did not succeed, he was to receive nothing-— 
a mere champerty contracty upon which, when 
the claim should come to be paid, if it were to 

‘be paid, as the gentleman’s amendment would 
provide, the said Amos Kendall would receive one 
hundred and fifty thousand dollars in fees, instead 
of standing in the case, as he ought to stand, indict- 
able for fraud, he or any other officer of the Govern- 
ment taking such advantage of his position against 

| the Indians. 
Mr. Kendall himself, he found that sixty thousand 
dollars had been paid by the Indians already for 
fees of counsel in this case. These agents had 
made their contract with the Indians. ‘That was 
their matter. We had nothing to do with it. But 
if we paid any part of this money over to Amos 
| Kendall, or any other of thése agents, we should 
|| have to pay it again, as we had already done, in 
|| former cases. Atthe very last session of Congress 
| wepaid money in this way, which was now brought 
in as an unpaid item of the present claim. ‘These 
agents had made their contracts with the Indians. 

Let them look to the Indians for their pay. 

Mr. V. withdrew the amendment at the instance 
of —° 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, who renewed it, 
to erinble him to reply to the gentleman from Ohio. 


tuted his opinion merely. He had no doubt that 
the gentleman intended to do exactly what was 
| right. But the fact was, the gentteman knew noth- 

ing at all about the character of the greater por- 
|| tion of those claims against the Indians, nor was 
ji it possible for him to understand their nature 


Upon looking over the argumeni of 


What he had heard from that gentleman consti, 
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fully unless he were well acquaint d with the In- 
dian ht tory, This amendment provide d that these 
people-—the Indians—should m 
consider all claims against them, and determine 
what rtion of them were t and ought to be 
paid. fe stated the circumstances under whi th 
pes debts, towhich he mostp irticularly referre d, 


et in council, to 


ih 
; 
! 
i 


were contracted. They were contracted some 
years avo, when the Indians were thrown out of 
their former homes without the means of subsist- 
ence. r money advanced to them for clothing, 
and the men of ubSsistence wenerally. More- 
over, he 10si8 1 that these Indians wanted to pay 
their debts; and, their intentions in the case being 
honest, should not Congress permit them to 
the hon pert tle asked that the amendment 
might be read agtin, and hoped that nilemen 
would hear st. 

Mr. J. withdrew the amendment foi 

Mr. POLLOCK, who renewed it, to enable him 
to say one word. tle was perfecdy willing that 
avents should | cr »ved by these Indi ns, and 
that they should be fully | wd But he objected 
to thre ame ndment, because of the fact. that by f 
of Congre S, we could not contravene a tre ly pro- 


Vision. We were sund wy the treaty. to iy tue 


nieney to the Li ilitid per copula, This o yecks nN 
wis unapswera We could not relieve our- 
velves from the obligation to y to the Indians 
individ y. Sucha thing wot ld require the con- 


; rn 
aent of every member of the trive, ihe impres- 
i 


sion had eone abroad, that by our leeislation in 


pursuance of this treaty, we prohibited the Indians 


from paying thew a nts, jut such was | y no 
means the fact. We simply provided that the 
maney should be paid to the Indians, leaving their 
creditors to their recourse upon the Indians. We 
did nothine to prevent the Indians from paying 
their debt but, on the contrary, we gave them 
the money which would enable them to pay. It 
was only le ivine tl » indian ereditors to the 


trouble of taking « 

Mr. BOYD cailed for ther 
ment. 

The amendment was again read by the Clerk. 

Mr. JOLINSON, of Arkansas, called for tellers 
upon the question. 

But tellers were not ordered. 


iding of the amend 


The amendment to the amendment was then 
rejected, 


The question now recurred on the adoption of 
the amendment reported by the Committee of 


Ways and Means. 
Mr. ROCK WELL, of Connecticut, proposed 


to amend 


the amendment, by striking out the word 
** five.’’ and inserting the word * seve n,’’ so as to 
authorize the President to issue 
treasury notes. He then went into a statement of 
figures, to show that the deficiency in the appro- 
priations for the ensuing financial year would be 
larger than had yet appeared from the estimates. 
His amendment was rejected. 


The question then recurred on the amendment 


proposed by the Committee of Ways and Means. | 


Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, moved an 
amendment. 

Mr. 'T. briefly explained the amendment. 

Mr. STEPHENS briefly opposed it. 

Some conversation followed between Messrs. 
STEPHENS, THOMPSON, and JOHNSON, of 
Arkans is 

The amendment was then rejected. 

And the question again recurred on the amend- 
ment reported by the Committee of Ways and 
Means. | , : 

Mr. ATKINSON called for the reading of the 
amendment, and it was again read. 

Mr. McK AY called for a division of the ques- 
tion. He asked that a separate vote might be taken 
on that part of the amendment which related to 
appropriations for the Indians, gnd a separate vote 
on that branch which gave authortty to issue treas- 
ury notes, j 

Mr. THOMPSON moved to strike out all that 
part of the amendment which gave authority to 
issue treasury notes, 

He had made this motion (he said) for the pur- 


sose of asking the chairman of the Committee of 


Vay sand Means how it was that he arrived at 
the sum of five millions of dollars, He (Mr. T.) 
supposed there would be a balance, instead of a 
deficiency in the revenue. 

Mr. VINTON said he had in his hand a Jetter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, in which it 


seven millions of 
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was recommended that provision be made for any 
comtingency that might happen. If he could have 
vot the ear of the committee this morning, he 
would have made explanations on this point. 

The letter was read. 

Mr. ‘THOMPSON said, on hearing the lett@r 
read, he persisted in his motion to strike out all 
that part of the amendment which gave authority 
to issue treasury notes, 

But Mr. ‘I’. withdyew his motion, at the request 
of— 

Mr. VINTON, who renewed it, and made some 
further explanation. 

Mr. HALL, of Missouri, renewing the amend- 
ment pro forma, said a few words especially in 
opposition to the loan of five millions. 

Mr. ROCK WELL, of Connecticut, on a pro 
forina amendment, replied to some of the remarks 
of Mr. Hatt. 

‘The question was then taken on the amendment 
of Mr. ‘Tuompson, of Mississippi, striking out all 


that part of the amendment which related to treas- | 


ury notes, 

“Tellers (Messrs. Pottock and Tuompson of 
Mississippi) were appointed, and the vote stood— 
aves 50, noes 60. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

‘he question again recurred on the amendment 
of the Comittee of Ways and Means. 

Mr. THOMPSON, of Pennsylvania, (on a pro 
forma amendment,) made a few remarks on the 
amendment of the committee, and in opposition 
thereto. 

‘The question was then taken, and by ayes 73, 
noes 40, the amendment was agreed to. : 

On motion of Mr. VINTON, the committee 
rose and reported the bill and amendments to the 


Liouse 


A message was received from the Senate inform- | 


ing the House that that.body had passed a joint 


resolution suspending the sixteenth joint rule of the | 


two Houses, so far as to allow the transmission 
of bills passed this day. e 
‘Lhe House concurred in the resolution. 


‘The hour of half past three having arrived, the 


House took a recess until six o’clock. 


LVENING SESSION, 
The Speaker took the chair, and called the 
House to order at six o’clock. 


Mr. DIXON moved to reconsider the vote of yes- | 
terday, permitting Mr. Lop to submit a minority | 


report on the subject of the inhalation of vapor or 
gas to destroy pain in surgical operations, 

Mr. D., in support of his motion, said that he 
had adopted this mode of bringing the subject be- 
fore the House, because it was too late to present 
to the Select Committee on the subject the facts 


which he was now able*to lay before the House. | 
That committee had reported before the represent- | 


atives of Dr. Wells, the real discoverer, had an 
opportunity to be heard. ‘The committee had act- 


ed on the subject with the intention of hearing all | 
interested, and eliciting truth; but Dr. Wells being | 


dead, his representatives did not appear in season to 
be heard. 


of the session, in favor of the claims of Dr. Wells 


to the merit of having originated this great discov- | 
Ile would not ask a moment of the valuable | 
time of the House at this time, were he not im- | 


ery. 


pelled to do so by what he considered an impera- 
tive duty. He wished to do justice to the memory 
of Dr. Wells, and he therefore asked that a letter 
from a distinguished physician and surgeon, Dr. 
Marcy of Hartford, Connecticut, to himself, might 


be read to the House; which he sent to the Clerk | 


for that purpose, 


Mr. D. then proceeded to say that his object | 
was to protest against any conclusion which might | 


have been drawn from the fact that the represent- 
atives of Dr. Wells did not appear before the com- 
mitice. 


and this, it appears, Was the opinion of the * Pa- 
risian Medical Society,’ at the head of which was 
the celebrated Ricord ‘That society, as he was 


informed by Dr. Marey fully investigated the sub- | 
ject, heard the claims of Dr. Jackson, Dr. Morton, 


and Dr. Wells, and finally decided in favor of the 
latter, and awarded to him the prize customarily 
given to discoverers, and voted him (Dr. Wells) 
an honorary member of their body. 


| Dr. Morton were entitled to be dec! 
! 


| marks which his desire not to waste 


| no practical result, had induced him to | 


plafiation in defence of the action of th 


| make that motion. 


| lions for this object, three thousand dollars. 





Myr. D. therefore asked the permission | 
of the House to say a few words at this late stage | 





In his belief, founded on the statements | 
of Dr. Marcy, Dr. Wells was the real discoverer, | 


7 March ], 


ared hea 

coverer of the use of the agent yeferrved to, (ha — 
said,) he had thus briefly presented the | she i > D, 
Wells, (as given in the letter of Dr. ao 1D; 
should, if he found-it necessary or desir, 7 and 
occasion hereafter to write out more fy! 


ly the 
the valys 
- 


re- 
; ab 

time of the House in a debate which ould h . 
‘ ave 

: TIN to an 
immediate close. Unless some gentleman wit... 
Si,€¢] 

to reply to what he had said, he would Withdraw 
his motion to reconsider. _— 


Mr. EDWARDS, by leave, made a brief ex. 


‘ . - e Sele: 
Committee on the subject. atin 


Mr. WHITE stated, that when the p 
Office report was presented to the House ther 
was an omission to move the printing of the Pita 
number. He now asked the general conse < 


atent 


it to 


No objection being made, the motion was re. 
ceived and agreed to. 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The Hause resumed the consideration of the 
amendments to the Indian appropriation bill, x 

The action of the Committee of the Whole op, 
the state of the Union upon all the amendments 
except the following, was concurred in: 

The ninth amendment of the Senate was read 
as follows: 


For compensation to an agent and two interpreters for 
the Indian tribes of Texas, in addition to former appropria- 


The following amendment thereto, reported from 


| the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 


Union, was read and agreed to, viz: 

For surveying the northern and western boundary fines 
of the country now owned by the Creek Indians, tifteen 
thousand dollars, 

ry’ . . 

The question recurred on edncurring with the 
Senate in their said ninth amendment as amended, 
and being put, it was decided in the affirmative, 

So said ninth amendment was concurred in. 

The tenth and last amendment of the Senate 
was then read, as follows: 

For carrying into effect the treaty of 6th August, 1846, with 
the Cherokees in addition to the sums heretofore appropria 
ted, the further sum of $1,231,424 75; that is to say, the sum 
of $585,398 46 to carry into eflvct the provisions of the fourth 
and filth articles of the treaty of 6th August, 1846, with the 
Cherokees; aud the sum of $645,026 29 to carry into eflect 
the ninth article of the said treaty with the Cherokees. 

{To this amendment of the Senate, the Commit- 
tee of the Whole on the state of the Union reported 
an amendment: which see above. ] 

The question being on concurring in the action 


| of the committee upon the amendment reported 


from the Committee of Ways and Means in rela- 


| tion to the settlement of the Cherokee claims, and 


to the issuing of treasury notes—(see morning's 
proceedings. ) ; 

Mr. BRODHEAD called for a division of the 
question, sO as to take a separate vote upon the 
clause relative to the issue of treasury notes. 

Mr. VINTON .made the point that the amend- 
ment was not divisible. 

The SPEAKER decided that the question was 
not divisible. ‘I'he amendment reported trom the 
Committee of the Whoie must be -acted upon as 
one amendment. : 

Mr. HALL, of Missouri, asked a separate vote 
upon this amendment. 

Mr. BRODHEAD appealed from the decision, 
that the amendment could not be divided. 

The question was taken on the appeal, and the 
decision of the Chair was sustained. 

Mr. PHELPS asked the yeas and nays upon 
concurrence in the adoption of the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and being 
taken, were—yeas 64, nays 73—as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Ashmun, Barringer, Blackmar, Boyden, 
Brady, Guckner, Canby, Conger, Cranston, Crisfield, Crow- 
ell, Crozier, Dickey, Dixon, Duer, Garnett Duncan, Eckert, 
Edwards, Nathan Evans, Freedley, Fulton, Gaines, Gentry, 
Giddings, Gott, Greeley, Grinnell, Hale, Nathan K, Hail, 
Moses Hampton, Henry, Hudson, Daniel P. King, Levih, 
Maclay, Metivaine, Horace Mann, Marsh, Marvin, More- 
head, Nelson, Newell, Outlaw, Palfrey, Pollock, Preston, 
Putnam, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Root, Rumsey, 
St. John, Shepperd, Sherrill, Caleb B. Smith, Truman 
Smith, Andrew Stewart, Stroh, Taylor, Thibodaux, 
Tompkins, Vinton, Warren, and Wentworth—64. 

NAYS—Messrs. Aikinson, Bingham, Birdsall, Bocoek, 
Bowdon, Bowlin, Boyd, Bridges, Brodhead, Franklin ¢ jark, 
Howell Cobb, Williainson &. W. Cobb, Cummins, Daniel, 
Edsall, Embree. Faran, Featherston, Ficklin, French, Gog- 
gin, Green, Willard P. Hall, Hammons, Haralson, Harris, 


a u ‘ || Henley, Hill, George 5. Houston, Inge, Charles J. Ingersoll, 
Believidg, therefore, that neither Dr. Jackson nor |! Iver:or, Jameson, Jenkins, Robert Ww 


. Johnson, George 
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.<. Kennon, La Sére, William T. Lawrence, Sidney |, ton, Heary, Hilliard, Blias B 


Holmes, Hubbard, Hadson, Mant, Joseph R. ligersoll, Irvin, 


Hoimes, Hubbard. Hudson, 
. noe Ligon, Lord, Lynde, McClelland, McKay, Me- Hunt, Irvin, John W. Jones, Kellogg, Damiel P. King, Wil Johu W. Jones, Daniel P. King, Levin, Lincoln, Metivaine, 
job Mann, Miller, Morris, Morse, Multin, Murphy, | liam T. Lawrence, Lincotn, Melivaine, Horace Mann, | Horace Mann, Marsh, Marvin, Morehead, Nelson, Nes, 
eee Pe ytou, Phelps, Rhett, Robinson, Rese, Sawyer, Marsh, Marvin, Morehead, Nelson, Nes, Newell, Outlaw, | Outlaw. Palfrev, Pendleton, Pollock, Preston, Putnam, 
' ethics : 


wc, Sipart, Stanton, Starkweather, Strong, Thomas, | 
ae Thompson, Thurston, Tuck, Venable, White, Wick, 
; . ams, and Wilson—73. 
’ So the amendment was not concurred in, 
. Mr. VINTON said, that after the vote which 
pad just been taken, he would hove to disagree te |) gy the motion to reconsider was not laid on the | 
she amendment of the Senate, appropriating twelve | title. 
. hundred and thirty-one thousand dollars for the || The question then recurred on the reconsidera- 
Cherokee claims, Ke. : || tion of the vote by which the amendment of the 
Mr. V. proceeded to make an explanation of the |G, nmittee of Ways and Means had been rejected. 
(ucts; but, owing to the great noise in the Fall, Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, asked for the yeas 
by which almost every word he spoke was lost, |) 444 nays; which were ordered, and being taken 
ened the floor, simply submitting his motion , . . 


g |, were—yeas 9], nays 86, as follows: 
to disagree. 


Palfrey, Pendleton, Pollock, Preston, Putnam, Reynolds, |) Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Roman, Rumsey, St 
Julius Rockwell, J. A. Rockwell, Roman, Root, Rumsey, St. |) John, Shepperd, Sherrill, Stingerland, Caleb B. Smish, 
John, Shepperd, Sherrill, Slingerland, Caleb B, Smith, Tru- |) Truman Suuth, Stephens, Andrew Stewart, Strohm, 'Tail- 
man Sniith, Stephens, Andrew Stewart, Steohm, Tathnadge, |) madge, Taylor, Thibodaux, Jobo B. Thompson, Tompkins, 
Taylor, Thibodaux, John B. Thompson, Tompkins, Van |, Tuck, Van Dyke, Vinton, Warren, and Woodward-—i. 

Dyke, Vinton, and Warren—S9. NAYS—Messrs. Atkinson, Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Bird- 
sall, Bowdon, Bowlhn, Boyd, Bridves, Brodhead, William 
G. Brown, Charles Brown, Albert G. Brown, Canby, Cath- 
cart, Franklin Clark, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, 
Collins, Cummine, Daniel, Edsall, Paran, Featherston, Fick - 
lin, Freneh, Govgin, Green, Willard P. Hatt, Haralson, Har- 
ris, Henley, Hill, Georges. Houston, Inge, Charles J, Inger- 
soll, Iverson, Jameson, Jenkins, Andrew Johnsen, James H. 
Johnson, George W. Jones, Kaufman, Kellogg, Labm, La 
Sére, Sidney Lawrence, Lefer, Ligon, Lynde, MeCletland, 
McClernand, McKay, MeQueen, Job Mann, Meade, Miller, 
Morse, Mullin, Peck, Petrie, Peyton, Phelps, Reynolds, 


t he res! 


: r , . : YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Barringer, Blackmar, Botts, Boy Rhett, Richey, Robinson, Rockhill, Rose, Simpson, Smart 
| Mr. ASHMUN moved the previous question. den, Brady, Buckner, Burt, Buuder, Chapman, Clingman, Robert Smith, Stanton, Charles BE. Stuart, Strong, Thomas, 
, Seve ral genlemen asked Mr. Vinton to proceed |, Cocke, Conger,Cranston, Cristield, Crowell, Crozier, Dickey, Jacob Thompson, William Thompson, ‘Thurston, Toombs, 

with his explanation. }, Dixon, Donnell, Duer, Garnett Dunean, Eckert, Edwards, Turner, White, Wick, Wiley, and Williams—&s. 


Embree, Alexander Evans, Nathan Evans, Farrelly, Fisher, 
Freedley, Fulton, Gaines, Gentry, Giddings, Gott, Greeley, 
Grinnell, Hale, Nathan K. Hall, James G.Hampton, Moses 
Hampton, Henry, Hilliard, Elias 8B, Holmes, Hubbard, Hud- 
| son, Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Irvin, Kellogg, Daniel P. 
King, William T. Lawrence, Levin, Lincoin, Lord, Mell 
vaine, Horace Mann, Marsh, Marvin, Morehead, Nelson, 
Nes, Outlaw, Palfrey, Pendleton, Pollock, Preston, Putnam, 
Reynolds, Julius Rockwell, John A. Rockwell, Koman, 


O:her members addressed the Chair. 

The SPEAKER said he would recognize no 
vember until order was restored. 

“There were several claims to the floor. 

The SPEAKER said gentlemen would take 
their seats; there was so much noise that it was | 
impossible to hear. The gentleman from Massa- | 


So jhe amendment was agreed to. 
EXTRA PAY. 
Mr. THOMPSON, of Mississippi, asked the 
| general consent, and gave notice, if that were re= 
fused, he should move a suspension of the rules, 
to enable him to offer a resolution extending the 
| usual extra compensation to the lamp-lighters em-= 


f 


BB civcets (Mr, Asian] was entited to the floor. || Rumsey, St, Jolin, Shopper, Sherilly Singeriand, Cale ployed upon the Capitol grounds and on Pennsyl 
Mr. ASH MUN demanded the previous question. | Strohm, Tallmadge, Tavlor, Thibodaux, John B. Thompson, || Vania avenue. 


Several members still asked Mr. Vinton to pro- | 


eed. 
] Mr. VINTON said that gentlemen appealed to 
him to go on; and yet, when he took the floor,, 
he could not obtain a hearing. 

At length he proceeded with his explanation of 


facts, and submitted that no more money should | 


| Tompkins, Tuck, Van Dyke, Vinton, and Warren—91. 


NAYS—Messts. Atkinson, Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Bow- 


| don, Bowlin, Boyd, Bridges, Brodliead, Charlies Brown, Al 
| bert G. Brown, Canby, Catheart, Franklin Clark, Howell 


Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Collins, Cummins, Daniel, 


| Darling, Edsall, Paran, Featherston, Ficklin, Freneh, Gog- 


gin, Green, Willard P. Hall, Hammons, Haralson, Harris, 
Henley, Hill, George 8. Houston, Inge, Charles J. Ingersoll, 


Mr. HALL, of Missouri, objecting— 
The question was taken on suspending the rules, 


| and decided in the negative. 


INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 
On motion of Mr. VINTON, 
Ordered, That a message be sent to the Senate informing 
that body thaton examining the bill’making appropriations 


yee: 


: 
Be: 
: 


: ; verso ameson, Je s, Andrew Johnson, James H. 

; be paid to the Indians until we should have had a pone Robert Wr Sohmon, Goad We Jones, Sasaad for the currentand contingent expenses of the Indian Depart- 
snal settlement. The amount due (he said) had |) Lahm, La Sére, Sidney Lawrence x" efiler, Ligon, Met Hel mncnt, and Cailiting treaty otipetions with the variaue In- 
final settle , i reas aoe ie i) ees on we dian tribes for the year ending 30th June, 1850, two items 
not yet been ascertained. | ented pearernees, i Matlin Mecenin? ss eee! wes are discovered, amounting together to 334,000, not required 

> Tr) ‘ii ni : ; I ory 2 Ss, f se, i Hin, ; “CK, Petrie “v 1 . hen 

| The House had decided, by the rejection of the i! ton, Phelps, Pilsbury, Rhett, Richey, Robinson, Rockhill, to be appre priate d. a ie 

’ amendment, not to authorize the issue of treasury Simpson, Smart, Robert Smith, Stanton, Charles B. Stuart, On motion of Mr. VINTON, 


notes; and the state of the treasury, in his opinion, 


Strong, Thomas, Jacob Thompson, William Thompson, || 
would not justify the payment of this debt before 


Thurston, Turner, Vegable, Wentworth, Wick, Wiley, Wil- 
liams, and Wilmot—®86. 


Ordered, ‘Vhat the Committee of Ways and Means have 
leave to sit during the sessions of the House. 


. . 
2 amendment of the Senate. out from the amendment of the Committee of 


it became due. When it became due, it was our | : tI ARMY OFFICERS. 
duty to pay it, whether we had the means or not; | So the vote was reconsidered, Mr. MILLER moved to suspend the rules, to “ 
i if we had not cot them, we must borrow them. | And the question recurring on agreeing to the || discharge the Committee of the Whole on the 
Mr. BARRINGER made a brief explanation. | said amendment— rs state of the Union from the further consideration 
Mr. STEPHENS spoke briefly in favor of the } Mr. WHITE offered an amendment striking | of the bill to extend the provisions of the 9th sec- 


He regarded it as em- tion of the act of February 11, 1847, to raise fora 


t ineatly proper. He did not concur with the gen- Ways and Means so much as proposed to issue || limited time a military force, and for other pur- 

(leman from Ohio [Mr. Vinron] that this was a || ‘reasury notes, and inserting in lieu thereof a pro- |) poses, to the commissioned officers below the rank 

, debtin futuro. It was a debt now due. | vision authorizing the President to borrow five || of brigadier general who served in the late war 
i Mr. VINTON explained. | millions of dollars, and issue stock under the same || with Mexico. 

He stated that the Committee on Military Af- 

ment, (yielding the floor for explanation to Messrs. | &¢t of July 21, 1841—said stock to be redeemable || fairs had reported an amendment, to substitute for 


Toomss and: Vinron.) 

Further explanations and remarks were made | 
by Messrs. VINTON and STEPHENS. 
, Mr. POLLOCK expressed himself in favor of 
siriking out the Senate’s amendment, and inserting | 


at any time within twenty years. \| ** brigadier general,’ “‘ major general.” : 
Mr. VINTON briefly opposed the amendment. || . The question was taken by tellers, and decided 

The original proposition of the Committee of || in the negative—ayes 50, noes not counted. 

Ways and Means authorized the issue of treasury || Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, moved that the 


Mr. STEPHENS further advocated the amend- } limitations and restrictions as are contained in the 
| 
' 
|| notes, if there should be a deficit in the treasury. |} House adjourn. Rejected. 





e so much of the amendment of the Committee of |, It was a provision for a contingency merely. | DUTIES IN MEXICO. 
e Ways and Means as related to the settlement of |* Mr. V. also objected to the long period of twen- | Mr. NICOLL (objection being made) moved to 
the claim. He made a motion to that effect. He | ty years, in the present state of the stocks of the || suspend the rules, to allow him to introduce a reso- 
. expressed his entire concurrence in the views of || Government, which commanded a high premium. |! jytion providing for the printing of 10,000 extra 
Mr. STEPHENS. Some explanation followed between Messrs, | copies of the majority and minority reports of the 
, Mr. EMBREE moved to reconsider the vote by WH ITE and V INTON. i || Select Committee on the subject of the daties col- 
e which the amendment reported from the Commit- |. Mr. STEPHENS demanded the previous ques- | lected in Mexico. Rejected. 
s te of Ways and Means (and adopted by the Com- || tion, eee Wee spconten Ee chick question || MEXICAN CLAIMANTS. 
mittee of th . en reiected. | wasordered to be now taken, (which main ques- || iain we ka com 
' Mr, A LAG eeeiinemees nome eas the mo- || tion was first on the amendment of Mr. Wuire || Mr. EDWARDS (objection being made) moved 


to suspend the rules, to go into Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union for the consider- 
ation of the bill relative to Mexican claimants. 


on to reconsider on the table. 
’ Mr. ROCK WELL, of Connecticut, asked the 
yeas and nays on the motion to lay on the table. 


to the amendment of the Committee of Ways and 
Means. 
Mr. HALL, of Missouri, asked the yeas and | 





The SPEAKER stated that the motion to go 
: TI | nays; which were refused, , , ” 
The yeasand nays were ordered, and being taken, ee vos ‘mm ts || into committee upon a particular bill would require 
were: Yeas 88, nays 89, as follows: | And the question being taken, the amendment of | nceuliet afta , 
; "BAS : : Mr. Wurre was rejected. || , f + : 
YEAS—Messrs. Atkinson, Bayly, Beale, Bingham, Bow- || 4 ( eer “ 1] , 
don, Bowlin, Boyd Bridges,’ Brodhead, William G. Brown, | ‘The question recurring on the original amend- |) eee ene wre 
y Charles Brown, Albert G, Brown, Canby, Catheart, Clapp, || ment of the Committee of Ways and Means— i} & ‘ : 
> : ’ si ’ 9 | 4 7 j . 
Franklin Clark, Howell Cobb, Williamson R. W. Cobb, Col- | Mr. WHITE asked the yeas and nays, which || Speaker’s table. ; 
i ret esens b= sem pe Heh hyp enterica, | were ordered |. The SPEAKER stated that the motion to sus- 
; rench, Goggin, Green, Willard P. Hal ammons, Haral- || . * : : : j es 
. *on, Harris, Henley, Hill, George 8. Houston, Tuge Charles |) Mr. BRODHEAD inquired if the amendment i en eS Ton a hk. eae ihe veas 
. J. ligersotl, Iverson, Jameson, Jenkins, Andrew ohnson, |! was susceptible of division ? i r. OLIN, awe ’ y 
: dames H. Johnson, Robert W. Johnson, George W. Jones, || The SPEAKER replied in the negaTive. I] and nays; which were refused. , 
c pe than, Lahm, La Sére, Sidney Lawrence, Leffler, Ligon, || Mr. HAMMONS called for the reading of the | The question was taken on the motion to sus é 
‘3 pe Met lelland, MeClernand, McKay, McQueen, Job |! : i Jt g i} pend the rules, and was decided in the negative. 
: pats Meade, Miller, Morris, Morse, Mullin, Murphy, Peck, || amendment; which was again read. : i] O ti ¢M HARALSON, the Committee 3 
, “trie, Peyton, Phelps, Pilsbury, Rhett, Robinson, Rockhill, || And the question on agreeing to the said amend- || Ae -otceanghee uy it lancg aor mle tt fre hs 
<2? mpson, Robert Smith, Stanton, Charles E. Stuart, || ment was then taken, and decided in the afirma- || °" Military Affairs were discharged from t € con- i ; 
: “trong, Thomas, Jacoh Thompson, Thurston, Toombs, Tur- || |; ‘ x || sideration of certain bills, and they were taid on f 
, r . i , ft 
ner, Wentworth, Wick, Wiley, Williams, Wilmot, Wilson, || ¢ve—yeas 92, nays 85, as follows: || the table i 
, ~ Woodward—88,° | YEAS—Messrs. Abbott, Ashmun, Barringer, Blackmar, || M FAR AN moved to suspend the rules, to ena- & 
9 R AYS—Messrs. Abbott, Ashmun, Barringer, Blackmar, || Botts, Boyden, Brady, Buckner, Burt, Butler, Cabell, Chap- || r. FAKAN Move suspend 1 Se a 
4 on Boyden, Brady, Buckner, Burt, Chapman, Clingman, || man, Clapp, Clingman, Cocke, Conger, Cranston, Crisfie id, |} ble him to offer a resolution giving the Secreta. y f zy 
f ns igo oe a os ane ve || Crozier, Dickey, Dixon, Donnell, Daer, Garnett Duncan, || of the Treasury until the next session to make the ee 1 
7 »txon, Donnell, Duer, Garnett Duncan, Eckert, Ed- || Dunn, Eckert, Edwards, Embree, Nathan Evans, Farrelly, || ,, scuired of him under a joint resolution of ; 
, Pa Embree, Nathan Evans, Farrelly, Fisher, Freedley, || Fisher, Freediey, Fulton, Gaines. Geutry, Giddings, Goit, i} report eae = “ lands in Chrein ati SS 
e ‘tou, Gaines, Gentry, Giddings, Gott, Greeley, G.innell, || Greeley, Grinnell, Hale, Nativan K. Hall, Hammons, James || Congress, relative to lands Poa s aa 
Hale Nathan K Y> gs, ’ > , Y> ’ ’ ’ ) me 
‘eS i 


- Hall, James G. Mampton, Moses Hamp- || G. Hampton, Moses Hampton, Henry, Hilliard, Elias B. i! The resolution was received and adopted. 
a 


Fae 
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Mr. SCHENCK moved to suspend the rules, to 
take up the bill for the relief of the captors of the 
frigate Philadelphia, commonly known (he said) 
as Mrs. Decatur’s bill. Rejected. 

On motion of Mr. STUART, of Michigan, a 
resolution was adopted declaring that the reports 
of Lieutenants Colonel eme ry, Abert, and Cook, 
and Captain Johnson, having been bound together, 
but 250 copies of the volume be furnished to the 
Topocraphical Bureau. 

Mr. COBB, of Georgia, said he did not think 
the House waa likely todo any good here to-night. 

[e onld therefore move that the House adjourn. 

, Wentworth and Enywarps) 


were at inted, 
And the question being taken, the vote stood— 

ayes 86, noes GR. 

isand nays were then asked and ordered, 

l being taken, were—vyeas 89, nays 57. 

So thie Hiouse adjourned, F 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Che following petitions and memorials were presented un 
der the wed referred : 

Ry Mr. ROMISEY ‘The petition of Amanda M. Stillwell 
mod others, tv@te of Friends » Alleghany countv, New 
York, ashing Congr to exercise its constitutional powers 

rat ont abolimth shay 

hy Mr. MORRIS: Phe petition of citizens of Clermont 
county, Olio, petitioning Congress for the freedom of the 
public t ‘ 

iy ’ FROUM: A memorial signed by citizens of 
Penosyivania, remonstrating against the extension of sla 
very th ritories aequircd from Mexico, and praving 
tha ln ry way be bolished m the Distriet of Columb 


IN SENATE. 
Fripay, arch be 1349 
A mMmessare was rece 
the United States, communicating a report of th 
Solicitor of the Treasury, 


oOo} ti e Solty tor of) ice 


howing the operations 
since its organization; which 


was read and ordered to be printed. ° 
\nd,on motion by Vir, WEST OTT. it was 
Orvercd, Viat 1.000 additional copies be printed for the 
us ti icitor’s Ofliee. 


CREDENTIALS. 
Mr. BERRIEN presented the credentials of the 
m ©. Dawson, chosen a Senator by 
he Levtslature of the State of Georgia for Six 
years from and after the 4th day of March next; 
which were read. : 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


Mr. NILES presented a petition of citizens of 


Roek county, W iscone in,anda petition of citizens 
of New York, praying that the rates of postage 
may be reduced, and the franking privilege be 
abolished: which were laid on the ui ble. 


4 ~\Y ! ‘ for a > 
Mr. N. also presented a petition of citizens and 


measures for abolishing slavery throughout the 
United States; the motion to receive which was 


ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN submitted documents rela- 
tine to the claims of W. W. Steve nson, register, 
and Lemuel R. Lincoln, receiver at the Land Office 
in Little Rock, Arkansas, to compensation for ser- 
vices In superintending certain sales of public lands 
at that office; which were laid upon the table. 

Mr. CAMERON presented a petition of citizens 

Mitllin county, Pennsylvania, praying that the 
rate of postage may be reduced, and the franking 
privilege abolished; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. ; 


of 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, presented the peti- 
tion of Ti. L. Kendrick, an officer in the army, 
praying to be discharged from responsibility for a 
sam of public money of which he was robbed 
during the evacuation of Puebla, in Mexico, by 
the United States forces; which was referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

JUDICIARY. 

Mr. BUTLER, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom was referred House bill to 
authorize the judge of the courts of the United 
States of the fifth circuit to hold the circuit court 
for the district of Kentucky, reported the same 
without amendment, and asked that it be consid- 
ered; which was avreed to. 

The Senate then, as in Committee of the Whole, 
proceeded to the consideration of said bill; and no 
amendment being submitted, it was reported to 


the Senate, ordered to a third reading, was read a | 


third time, and passed. 


ived from the President of 


fernales of Pennsylvania, praying the adoption of 


JOEL THATCHER. 

On motion of Mr. TURNEY, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the bill granting a pension to Joel 
Thatcher; and no amendment being offered, it was 
reported to the Senate, ordered to a third reading, 
was read a third time, and passed. 

CLERK FOR COMMITTEE ON CLAIMS. 

On motion of Mr. MASON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the following reso- 
lution, submitted by him on the 18th July last: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be authorized to 
employ a clerk annually, whose duties shall be the same 

sthose now performed by the clerk of the Committee on 
Claims of the House of Representatives, until otherwise 

rected; to be paid montiiy, by the Seeretary of the Senate, 

itof the contingent fund, such compensation as shall be 
lixed by the comimuttee, not exceeding that allowed to en- 
grossing clerks of the Senate. 

Mr. MASON said that the Committee on Clainis 
had a large amount of business which they had 
been unable to act upon, and that they had in- 
structed him, in place of asking to be discharged 
from the business that had not been acted upon, to 
isk the Senate to take up a resolution which he 
had reported, and which had been adopted by the 
Hiouse. Heasked that the resolution be now taken 
up. It was for the employment of a clerk to assist 
that committee. 

—" . . : 1 ws . } 

Mr. M. further said, that he would state, in a 
few minutes, the reasons that induced the commit- 


tee to ask the Senate to take up the resolution | 


which was reported last session. ‘The House of 
Representatives had, in 1543, adopted that meas- 
ure, and they had found it to be of immense benefit 
to the Committee of Claims in that body. It was 
not only lessening the labors of the Committee, 
but it also enabled them to guide their labors in 
the investigation of claims with intelligence and un- 
derstanding. 
would at once consider the resolution and adopt it. 

Mr. BEN'TON said that he was utterly opposed 
to the business of employing clerks. It was only 
a few days ago that the Senate had appointed an 
additional number of clerks, during the session, to 
assist the committees while they were at work. 


The committee asked that the Senate | 


He kad never had a clerk to assist him atall. He | 


may have employed his son in some cases, but he 
had never employed a clerk in discharging the du- 
ties of the committees on which he had been placed. 
\ clerk had been employed by the Committee on 
Claims of the House of Representatives; but a 
clerk in that committee was more needed than one 
in that body, as that was the more proper place 
for claims to originate than in the Senate, and as 
the same claims would have always to come be- 
fore that body. ‘There were already three clerks 
for their committee; the one that had been em- 
ployed by the Elouse of Representatives to assist 
the committee in that body, the Clerk of the House 
of Representatives, and the Secretary of the Senate. 
These made three clerks, all of whom would assist 
the Committee on Claims in the Senate. The effect 
of the bill would be to pay clerks for walking 
about town during the recess of Congress. 

Mr. HUNTER inquired if the subject was up 
before the Senate. ; 

The VICE PRESIDENT stated that the mo- 
tion was to take up the resolution. 

Mr. TURNEY hoped that the resolution would 
not be taken up. He did not know whether it 
was intended to make the office a permanent one 
or not. At that time he was opposed to any ac- 
tion on the subject. A bill had already passed 
the House of Representatives authorizing the ap- 
pointment of a board for the adjustment of private 
claims, and if that bill could pass the Senate, there 
would be no necessity for, the additional clerk. 
He would hope that the Senate would abandon 
the idea of passing that resolution, and he wouttl 
move to take up that bill. He was in favor of it 
in almost any shape in which it could be presented, 
as it would relieve Congress of the immense labor 
of examining private claims. 


Mr. BRADBURY inquired if it was the bill | 


providing a board for the investigation of private 
claims. He expressed a desire, if such were the 
case, that that bill should be taken up. 

Mr. TURNEY moved to lay on the table the 
motion to take up the resolution, but withdrew it 
at the instance of— 

Mr. RUSK, who said that he had been on the 
Committee on Claima, and knew the importance 


of that committee to the interests of the country to | 
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| the House’of Representatives for the ; 


times he could get the information from the 


| claims, when they should come tip again: 


| nish them with it. He hoped the resolution wo 


| He thought that if that bill should pass, t] 
| would be no necessity for the resolution. 


_ and rejected are often renewed in seven y 


March 2, 


be such as to require that the office be 
mianentone. He had frequently bee 
necessity of going before the clerk 


made & ner. 
n under the 
appointed a 
Ur pose f 


getting information on particular c¢| S 
OMe. 


laims. 


’ 
~lapl 
clerk 


and sometimes he could not, as he was under th. 
direction of the committee of the House of R 


sentatives. -Claims that are presented to one hy, 4 
¢ body 

; \ ears, fy 
was necessary to preserve all the evidence ins ened 
- and if 
they had the clerk, he could, ina few minutes 4, 
ld 
be taken up and passed. : 
Mr. TURNEY had but a word in reply. H 
intended to renew his motion; but he wished § 


ITs 


to reply to the remark of the Senator from Texas 


e 


ere 


Mr. RUSK (interposing) said that the comm). 
tee employed the clerk. : 

Mr. TURNEY wished to know why they 
wanted to pass the resolution to make the offre » 
permanent one. He thought there was no pyro. 
priety for that course. If the bill providing the 


board for settling those claims should pass the 


| Senate, the office would be wholly unnecessary. 
| The clerk would be most likely to become tie 


prosecutor of claims. Such had been pretty much 
the case in the House. For these reasons he was 
opposed to the resolution, and he would renew his 
motion to lay it on the table. 

Mr. MASON asked the Senator from Tennessee 


| to withdraw his motion for a few minutes, 


Mr. TURNEY withdrew the motion. 

Mr. MASON had a word to reply to the Senator 
from Missouri, [Mr. Benton.} He presumed that 
Senator had not been on the Committee on Claims 
for the last twenty years, and could not be awar 


of the amount of business before that committee, 


* 


The Committee on Claims had instructed him to 
report that resolution; and he would say, that 
when the proposition to authorize the appomting 
of a board for the examimation of private claims 
should come up before the Senate, he would vote 
for it. There were claims which had been before 
Coneress for the last fifteen or twenty years, that 
ought to be passed. He hoped that the Senate 
would not lay the resolution on the table: but, 
being bound to do so, he would renew the motion 
to lay on the table. 

The question being taken on the motion to lay 
on the table, it was agreed to. 


REMISSION OF DUTIES. 


On motion by Mr. HUNTER, the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the bill to remit the duties upor cer- 
tain goods destroyed by fire in the city of New 
York. 

Mr. H. moved to amend the bill by adopting a 
substitute therefor. 

Mr. WEBSTER said, that after a few remarks 


he would move, as a test question, to lay that bill 


on the table. "There was a bill from the House 
on that subject which he thought he could sup- 


| port; but the one now before the Senate, in its 





present shape, he could not support. He sawno 
principle in it, but mere partiality. It was to as- 
sume the duties on the goods lost by the fire in 
New York, so far as respects the owners of those 
goods; but the underwriters on similar goods, who 
had paid for the loss, were not to be indemnified. 
He would be glad to know upon what principle 
that discrimination was made. The loss on the 
insurance wasas much a loss as that on the goods. 


| It was a strange idea to him that the insurance 


offices, who owned the property to the extent of 
had not been recognized heretofore where property 
their interest, should not be relieved because they 
had at three-per cent. commission. That principle 
was lost in insurance, and just claims were made 
for compensation. To try the sense of the Senate 
upon the subject, he would move to lay it on the 
table. 

Mr. HUNTER and Mr. PHELPS both re- 
quested the gentlemen to withdraw the motion. _ 

Mr. WEBSTER said that he would withdraw it 
for two minutes—one minute for the Senator from 
Vermont, and one minute for the Senator from 
Virginia. 

Mr. PHELPS proposed an amendment which 
had been examined and concurred in by the chair 
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f the Committee on Finance. 


- He had the 
ae objection to the bill as the ene mentioned by 
= Senator from Massachusetts. He would move 
- strike out that expression in the bill which ap- 
sjied to the insurance companies. Having offered 
sis amendment, if it should be rejected he would 
of course let the question be taken on the motion 
of th Senator from Massachusetts. 

Mr. HUNTER had but a single wort to say at 
hat time; and he would not have said anything, 
badd not the remarks made by the Senator trom 
Massachusetts scemed to demand ut. It had been 
asked, upon what possible principle could a dis- 
camination be made m favor of one class of suf- 
forers over those of another? It was the precise 
jscrumination Which had been made in reference 
1) the sufferers from the fire of 1837. ‘That bill, 

~ the one now before the Senate, discriminates 
between the insurer.and importer. The principle 
»oon wich the discrimination was made was a 
oat clear one. The insurer was paid for the risk 

» runs—it came into his business; while such 
was not the case with the importer, 

Mr. BADGER said that he was opposed to both 
the bill in its original shape, and also to the amend- 
vent; and for the purpose of testing the sense of 
the Senate in regard to them, he would move to 
lay both the bill and the amendment on the table. 

The question being taken on this motion, it was 
decided not to lay on the table by a vote of ayes 
16, noes 19. 

Mr. BRADBURY inquired of the Senator from 
Virginia whether the bill was to provide for future 


cases f 


. Mr. BRADBURY suggested whether there 
might not be some difficulty in adopting the amend- 
ment with regard to the indemnifying of insurance 
olices for the losses they sustained. They were 
paid a certain premium for their insurances. They 
would, in that case, be indemnified for the very 
losses which they were paid to encounter. He 
would ask the Senator from Vermont whether the 


was no difference between the insurer and the in- 
sured, and in the other cases of fire, no difference 
between the merchants and the insurer. There 
was a great difference. The merchant expected 
only to encountey the ordinary risks of trade, and 
he received, in consideration, only what was suf- 
ficient to induce him to earry on that trade. This 
was the only Government in the world that 
charged duties on goods lost by fire. Since they 
were intended for the home censumption, being 
destroyed they could not be used in that way. 
Others must be imported to supply their place . 
and the Government toses nothing by omitting to 
charge the duties on such goods. There were 
means of preventing fraud, and of ascertaining the 
facts exactly. The bill had been revised by the 
Secretary, and he did not believe it could be better 
guarded in its language. ‘The principle of the bill 
he aiso believed to be correct. 

Mr. CALHOUN. The view of my friend does 
not seem to me to be correct. I will propound to 
him a question. Suppose the goods havegbeen 
insured, would you refund the amount to the mer- 
chant which you are paid for the duties? 

Mr. HUNTER. Being insured, this bill does 
not give him any indemnity. 

Mr. CALHOUN. That is the very point to 
which [| wish to call your attention. ‘That is just 
and right; he should not be twice indemnified. 


|| But why should not the insurance company be 


Mr. HUNTER replied that he supposed it was. 


effect of the amendment would be to indemnify | 


tie insurance offices for their insurance of goods 
destroyed by fire? If so, he was opposed to it. 
He was opposed to it, for the simple reason, that 
when they insure, they get the premium for which 
they run the risk. 

Mr. PHELPS would explain his object. It 
was to give the insurer the same benefit of the act 
that the insured himself would have; that is to 
say, if goods were insured, and the insured received 
ihe whole value of the goods from the insurer, he 
would give the insurer himself the benefit of that 
act. 

Mr. CALHOUN. I have not read this bill, 
nor do I know what its provisions are. I under- 
stand, as the bill now reads, that the insurer is not 
to be paid, but the indemnity is limited to the 
goods insured. I am not prepared to vote for the 


ull. As L understand it, sir, all dealers sell their | 


goods ata price sufficient to pay for the insurance, 
freight, expenses, and the general hazards they 
are liable to incur, and among these is the hazard 


of fire. They charge a price to make the business | 


profitable, everything considered. If that be so, 
the dealer, who is not insured, stands in ver 


much the same position with him who is insured. | 


The latter are self-insured. They charge an addi- 
tional price to cover the risk of fire. The very 
argument against insurers applies to these dealers, 
‘or they are the insurers of their own property. 
They charge an additional price; retaining, in this 
manner, the premium charged by other insurers. 
Ihave never seen my way clear in attempting to 
uistinguish between this and other cases of fire. I 
know that when an evil falls upon large masses, 


oursympathies are so powerful that we can scarce- || the British treaty, the Spenish treaty, and the 


ly resist them. But it seems to me that we should 
look at the facts and bearings of our legislation. 


goods. Now, sir, 1 hold that the proper way is 


‘0 consider each man who is not insured by others | 


as self-insured. Under this impression, unless it 
shall be removed, I shall feel constrained to vote 
against the bill. 

Mr. HUNTER said that he had a word or two 
'n reply to the Senator from South Carolina. 


He | 


ad paid considerable attention to that subject. It 
Was difficult to do justice to all in a case of this | 
kind. That bill provided for commissions, but 


left it to the Secretary of the Treasury to decide. | 
He {Mr, 


| 


indemnified? True, they have received their pre- 


‘'mium; but so with the merchant, who is self- 


insured. Does he not lay a general charge upon 
what he sells to cover the expense of insurance? 
And does he not, by retaining that amount instead 
of paying it to an insurance company, virtually 


insure his own property, and receive the premium | 


upon that insurance? 


Mr. HUNTER. ‘They do lay this general 


| charge, and will do so, unless the Government 


saves them from it by this bill. 

Mr. CALHOUN. Precisely. 
ernment would become the insurer. it seems to 
me to be a great deal better that each man should 
be made to have hjs goods insured, or to insure 
himself by making this general charge. 


Mr. WEBSTER. 


| this were a matter of law or legal right, to be main- 


tained for the recovery of those duties, the case 
would not be here. 
just consideration of Congress; and I confess it is 


not the first time that I have been astonished, but | 


I am always astonished at the occurrence of any 
attempt to maintain a different equity, and a differ- 


ent ground of claim upon the Government, in the |) 


case of a man who has not been insured, and the 
case of a man who has been insured and has paid 
the premium. Now, the sentiment of the Senator 
from South Carolina, in his view of the case, is 
perfectly just. Every man who does not insure 
means to stand his own insurer. When aman 


| does not insure, you let him come to the Govern- 
' ment; but if he does insuye, and is paid by the 


insurer, in that;case you pay nobody., Is the case | 


not so? 


Then the Gov- 


It is perfectly clear, that if | 


It is a case, therefore, for the | 


Mr. HUNTER made one or two remarks, which | 


were inaudible; and the replies of Mr. W. are 
therefore necessarily omitted. 

Mr. WEBSTER. ‘The gentleman says other 
goods will be imported equal to the amount of 


goods before imported, and instead of them; and 
| if you get duties upon all the goods that are in- 


sured, you get double duties. Sir, we have dis- 
cussed this question over and over, and over again, 
in those foreign stipulations which we have entered 
into for the recovery of spoliations atsea. Half 
the money, and more too, that has been paid under 


French treaty, was paid to insurance companies, 


0K at thi '| because the loss fell upon them. They are, in the 
This bill is to make the Government an insurer of | 


estimation of the law, purchasers of the goods; 
they have the interest on the goods and the benefit 
of the insurance. The recollection of every one 
acquainted with these cases must bear me out in 
that. It is plain, it is theirs in justice. But I see, 
sir, that this matter is to be disputed. The motion 
of my honored friend from Vermont (Mr. Pueps] 
put the matter, as | conceived, imgthe right atti- 
tude. That not having prevailed, | renew the 
motion to lay the bill on the table, which I do not 
intend to withdraw. 

The question being taken upon the motion to 


Carnoun] had said, however, that there | lay upon tue table, it was agreed to. 
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PUNISHMENT OF CRIMES. 

Mr. BU'RLER, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, to whom was referred the bill to amend 
an act more effectually to provide for the punish- 
ment of certain crimes against the United States, 
and for other purposes, approved March 3, 1825, 
and an act authorizing the issue of treasury notes, 
a loan, and for other purposes, approved January 
Ys, 1847, renorted it without amendment. 

ADJUSTMENT OF LAND CLAIMS. 

Mr. WESTCOTT, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom was referred the bill to amend 
the act approved June 17, 1844, entitled “ An act 
to provide for the adjustment of land claims within 
the States of Missouri, Arkansas, and Louisiana, 
and those parts of the States of Mississippt and 
Algbama south of the 3ist degree of north latitude, 
and between the Mississippi and Perdido rivers,” 
reported it with an amendment. 

Mr. W. also, fromthe same comm} ,to whom 
was referred the petition of —— 'Tunstell in behalf 
of the heirs of Jaques Clamargan, submitted a re- 
port, accompanied by a bill amendatory of an act 
approved 26th May, 1824, and reénacted on the 
lith June, 1844, entitled “An act enabling claim- 
ants to lands within the limits of the State of Mis- 
sourit and State of Arkansas, to institute proceed- 
ings to try the validity of their claims;’? which 
was read and passed to a second reading, and the 
report was ordered to be printed. 

APPELLATE JURISDICTION, 

Mr. W. also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the bill in relation to the act to reou- 
late the exercise of the appellate jurisdiction of the 
Supreme Court of the United States in certain 
cases, and for other purposes, approved 23d Feb- 
ruary, 1847, reported back the same with an amend- 
ment. 

PETER M. MORGAN. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN, from the Committee on 
Patents and the Patent Office, to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of Peter M. Morgan, submit- 
ted an adverse report; which was ordered to be 
printed, 

On motion of Mr. SEBASTIAN, 


Ordered, That the petitioner have leave to withdraw Ina 
petition and papers. 


MARIA L. NOURSE. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee on 
Claims, asked tiat said committee be discharged 
from the further consideration of the petition of 
Maria L. Nourse; which was acreed to. 

EXTRA PAY TO VOLUNTEERS. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, from the Commit- 
tee on Miletary Affairs, to whom was referred the 
resolution giving three months’ extra pay to vol- 
unteers in the Mexican war for each term of en- 
listment, made am adverse report; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

ERROR. 

Mr. WALKER, by unanimous consent, intro- 
duced a resolution to correct an error in the bill 
recently passed for the change of a land office in 
Wisconsin, in which the word ** Territory’’ was 
used instead of “ State;’? which was read three 
times and passed. 


RETIREMENT OF THE VICE PRESIDENT. 

The VICE PRESIDENT here arose and ad- 
dressed the Senate as follows: 

GENTLEMEN OF THE Senate: The close of my official 
term being near at hand, I conform to an established and 


| convenient practice, by withdrawing from the deliberations 


of this bedy, and thus creating the occasion for the choice of 
a temporary President. 

It is jmpossible for me, however, to do this, without beg- 
ging you, each and all, to accept my thanks for the courtesy 
and respect by which you have lightened the burden of my 
service in your Chamber. 

The elevated principie and dignified tone which mark 
the proceedings of the Senate; the frank and yet forbearing 
temper of its discussions; the mutual maniesiations of eon- 
ciliatory deference, so just aud appropriate among the del- 
egaics of independent States; and the consequent calmness 
aud precision of its legislative action, have attracted to ita 
very large share of veneration and confidence. Four years 
of experience convince me that this confidence is not mis- 
placed. Itis true, that such an assembly, constantly hand- 
ling topics of the widest bearing, of the highest and deepest 
concern to diversified constituencies, cannot avoid being 
occasionally disturbed by conflicting sentiments of patriotic 
duty, or by sudden impulses of feeling. Bat these transient 
disturbances are too intimately and obviously associated 


| with representative fidelity, with unquestionable freedom of 
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debate, and with a quick sense of public honor, to be subject 
to entire repression by the strictest rules of order. They 
are, indeed, rare, passing over the scene like Hashes which 
do but startle, and then cease, and which serve only to ex 
hibit in stronger relief thé grave decorum of its general 
conduct. Long, forever, may this character be maintained 
in the Senate, strengthening, as it cannot fail to strengthen, 
the attachment of the American people to their admirable 
constitution of government 

You will, Ltrust, pardon me if T protrace, fer an instant, 
these parting words, in order to utter one or two senti- 
ments, derived sol ly from my posttion as an agent of the 
hation 

§ yivht to vote upon any question pending before this 
body, when its members are equally divided, is given to the 
Vice President by the Constitution ; and the dufy to exercise 
that right is imposed upon him by an express rule of the 
Penate 

Although it so buppened that equal divisions have oc 
eurred, during my official term, with unusual frequency 
not less than thirty times—and although no one can be in- 
sensible to the signal responsibility of giving to this or the 
other scele, on such contingencies, the final preponderance, 
[am not aware of having faltered in casting my suffrage as, 
in my conscience, I believe the people of the United States, 
and especially that vast majority of them whose judgments 
and affections cling with ever-renewing conviction and de 
votion to the harmony and duration of the Union, would 
have prescribed. Of the cardinal duties of American tune 
tionanes, [ have deemed that to be the foremost which 
consists in practically upholding and exemplifying the be 
neficence, independent social organization, equality, ana 
fraternity, #0 distinetiy and directly inculcated in the Con 
stitution. Nor, Senators, is any man fit to participate in the 
governmentof great societies, with elements combined as 


ours are, Who hesitates about disottiging the few who have 
access to or surround him, forthe sake of the many whom 
he can never see. Tn these reflections lies the simple and 
safe rule of truly patriotic action. di am tar from the selt- 
flattery of supposing that the deciding votes so often, and 
sometimes so suddenly, required at my hands, coutormed 
unerringly to this rule; but T cannot repress the hope that 


time and trial will prove them to have been as positively 
Vighit as i am absolutely certain they were rightly tntended 

My draught, gentlemen, on yonr generous indulgence isa 
heavy one, When Task you to forget or overlook the many 
imperfections with which the duties of the chair have been 
discharged. [ts labors, occasionally more arduous and 
anxious, are always more absorbing than is generally sup- 
posed ; and T undertook them with an oppressive conscious 
ness of inexperience. Now that [am finally relieved from 
the burden, let me say that I shall take back to the private 
pursuits whence I was unexpectedly called the most grate 
ful recollections of your kindness, and an ardent wish that 
your toils to advance the prosperity of a country beloved by 
us all may be rewarded by the purest public faver, and by 
prolonged lives of happiness and honor. 

VICE PRESIDENT PRO TEM. 

On motion by Mr. BENTON, 

Mr. Arcnison was then appointed President of 
the Senate pro tem. 

Mr. ATCHISON said, on taking the chair— 

Senators: I cannot refrain from returning to 
you my heartfelt thanks for the repeated honors 
you have conferred on me; and I can only renew 
the pledge that | made when this honor was first 
conferred on me—that I will endeavor to discharge 
the duties of the station faithfully and impartially. 

Mr. WEBSTER rose and said: Mr. President, | 
we have witnessed, sir, the retirement from the 
chair of the Vice President of the United States, 
who has presided over the deliberations of this 
body for four years. It has happened to me to 
have been a member of the Senate from the time 
when he took his seat as its presiding officer, and 
it gives me great pleasure, sir, to perform the duty 
which | now rise to discharge, by offering a reso- 
lution, appropriate | hope the Senate will think, 
to this occasion. I propose a resolution, gravely 
and most respectfully tendering the thanks of this 
body to the Vice President of the United States, | 
for the ability and impartiality with which he has 
wesided over its deliberations during the time he 
as filled the chair. 

Mr. W., in conclusion, submitted the following 
resolution: . 


Resolved, unanimously, That the thanks of the Senate are 
due, and are hereby tendered, to George M. Dallas, Vice 
President of the United States and President of the Senate, 
for the dignity and impartiality with which he has presided 
over its deiiberations. 


_ The question being taken upon the resolution, | 
it was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. BENTON, 

Ordered, That the Secretary of the Senate inform the 


House of Representatives that the Hon. D. R. Atchison has || 
been appointed Prusident of the Senate pro tem. 
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ELIZABETH S. COBRS. 
On motion by Mr. HALE, the Senate proceeded 


to the consideration of the bill for the relief of | 


Elizabeth S. Cobbs; when 
Mr. WESTCOTT moved to lay the bill on the 


table; which was agreed to—ayes 19, noes 15. 


JOINT RESOLUTION FROM THE HOUSE. 

On motion by Mr. ALLEN, the joint resolution 
from the House, giving the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury until next session to make a report required 
of him under a joint resolution of Congress, was 


read twice, and, on motion by Mr. CORWIN, re- 


ferred to the Committee on public Lands. 
THE SEVENTH CENSUS. 

Mr. CAMERON, from the Select Committee 
on the Census, to whom was referred the House 
bill making arrangements for taking the seventh 
census of the inhabitants of the United States, re- 
ported back the same. 

REPORTS OF DEBATES AND PROCEEDINGS. 

Mr. PEARCE, from the Committee on the Li- 
brary, reported without amendment the joint reso- 
lution from the House, authorizing the Secretary 
of the Senate and Clerk of the House to subscribe 
for one thousand copies of the Debates and Pro- 
ceeilings in Congress, and asked its immediate 
consideration. 


The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, pro- | 


ceeded to the consideration of said bill. 

Mr. PEARCE said that it was proper that he 
should state to the Senate briefly the object of that 
resolution. It was to aid in the publication of a 
work of very great importance to the public, the 
history of the Congressional proceedings of the first 
three Congresses. The Senate was aware that 


they had no early Congressional proceedings, ex- | 
cept for the first Congress under the Constitution; | 


and then subsequently to 1824, the history of the 
first Congress was compiled by Gales, senior, father 


of the present editor of the National Intelligencer. | 
The Register of Debates commenced in 1824, and | 


ran on to 1837, inclusive, in the Congressional 


Globe, and Niles’ National Register. The history | 


of the debates and proceedings of the first two or 
three Congresses was compiled by the same gen- 
tleman who compiled the history of the first Con- 
gress. It was that they proposed to publish, and 


for which they had asked the aid of the Govern- || 


ment; and in order to show the necessity of the 
public patronage, he would mention the fact that 


twenty copies of the Congressional Register of | 
Debates had been purchased by private individu- | 
_als. Mr. Gales was the reporter to the House of | 


Representatives from 1795 to 1799, inclusive, and 
he has furnished the only authentic Congressional 
history of that period which they could have. He 
would only add further, as an authority for the 
proposition which he had submitted, that Judge 
Story had said in relation to his great work upon 
the Constitution, that he had derived invaluable 
assistance from the history of the proceedings of 
the first Congress, and that he had experienced 
great inconvenience for the want of the history of 


| the proceedings of the subsequent Congresses. 
That work which they proposed to publish reflect- | 
ed light on the danger and operations of the Gov- | 


ernment; its policy, and all that was important to 


be known in regard to it, its powers, its duties, and | 
its policy. It was such a work as England had in | 


the history for parliamentary procentnge It was 
a mere continuation of the po 
had already commenced. But it was unnecessary 


to dwell longer on this subject. He hoped the | 


resolution would be adopted. 
The joint resolution was then reported to the 


| Senate, ordered to a third reading, read a third time, 
, and passed. 


CHARLES G. GUNTER. 


Mr. CORWIN, from the Committee on Public | 
Lands, to whom was referred House bill for the | 


relief of Charles G. Gunter, reported the same back 
without amendment, and recommended its passage. 


Mr. CORWIN. Thisgentleman’s application has | 
been before Congress a number of years, and has || 


been acted upon in various ways in both Houses, 
I believe, but was never finally passed. At the 


last session, the papers which were referred to the | 


Committee on Public Lands fell into my hands. I 
locked them up, and -put them away so safely that 
I never could find them until near the close of this 
session. Upon the instance of the Senator from 
Alabama, | made search and found them. The 


icy which Congress | 





M: 6 

| Scie Tarch 2, 
bill proposes to authorize Charles G. Gunte 
pay into the land effice of Alabamaa certai = 
of money for a tract of land of which he 
in possession for a number of years. It was «.. 
posed to have been an Indian reservation yp = 
the treaty of 1814. It turned out not to be rer 
ervation; but while in everybody’s estimatioy 
peared to be an Indian reservation, Gunter |, 
the land of the Indians, paying them 4600 in «..) 


for it. He now proposes to pay into the land os . 


n “amount 
had been 


a re 3- 
ap. 


ugh 


the price, $1 25 an acre, for that reservation | 
hope the bill will pass. It has been a Jone time 
a i 


delayed. 

The Senate then considered said bill as ip Con. 
mittee of the Whole; and no amendment bene 
offered, it was reported to the Senate, ordered io. 
third reading, was read a third time, and passed : 

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY. 

Mr. CORWIN, from the Committee on Py\y;. 
Lands, reported a joint resolution for a geologica| 
survey in detail; which was read and passed to 
second reading. 

SIXTEENTH JOINT RULE. 

Mr. WALKER submitted the following reso! 
| en; which was considered and agreed to: 
|. Resolved, That the 16th joint rule of the two Honses be 

suspended for the remainder of the present Congress, 
FORT COVINGTON. 

Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Commerre, 
to whom was referred the Houfe bill declayine 
Fort Convington, in the State of New York, a port 
of delivery, and for other purposes, reported the 
same back without amendment, 

The Senate, as in Committee of the Whole. 

| proceeded to the consideration of said bill; and no , 

amendment being offered, it was reported to the 

Senate, ordered to a third reading, and passed. 
MARY G. LEVERETT. 

On motion by Mr. BERRIEN, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the bill for the relief of Mary G. 
Leverett; and no amendment being offered, it was 
reported to the Senate, ordered to a third reading, 
was read a third time, and passed. 


COLLECTION DISTRCT OF BELFAST, MAINE, 


Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Commerce, 

| to whom was referred the House bill to transfer 
the towns of Vinal Haven, North Haven, and 
Islesboro’ from the collection district of Penobscot 
to that of Belfast, in the State of Maine, reported 
back the same without amendment; which was 
read three times, and passed. 

On motion by Mr. CAMERON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of the following resolu- 
tion, submitted by him on the 14th of December 
last: 

Resolved, That the Secretary be directed to furnish each 
member of the present Senate, who has not already reevived 
them, the same number of copies of the Constitution and 
other books ordered to be furnished to the Senators by the 

| resolutions of February 18, 1847, 

Mr. DICKINSON. The resolution is for dis- 
tribution of books to new Senators. In regard to 
the ** Constitution,’’ which is proposed to be dis- 
tributed, I wish to say a word. ‘I consider it, 
especially since the gold has become so plenty in 
some portions of our territory,as worth its weight 
in gold. But it has been distributed through all 
the States, save one or two. 1 hope that the reso- 
lution will be so amended as to permit it to be dis- 
‘tributed to them. It ia a matter not for the beneit 

of the Senators, but for the benefit of the States. 
There is no justice in giving the books again to 
Senators reélected, when the. State has already re- 
|| ceived its quota of the books. It may be very well 
to give them to the Senators of new States, and 
one copy to new Senators; but the idea of giving 
_ them over and over again to the States is altogether 
wrong. . 

Mr. CAMERON. FE think this would be entirely 
unfair. I have distributed the books allotted to 
me over one particular class of people throughout 
the State. My successor may want to distribute 
them to a different class. The books would thus 
reach the whole people. I have no interest im it 
|| personally, having already received my full share, 

Cut offered the resolution for the benefit of those 
_who had not received them. 
|| Mr. TURNEY. The object of the Senator from 
| Pennsylvania seems to me only partially accom 
_pitshed in the resolution. He desires to give the 
|| books to the successors of the Senators who have 
|| already received them. The resolution, however, 
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tog not extend to the next Congress; it only pro- 
vides for the present Congress. If he wishes to 
opt this plan, perhaps he would better make a 
eneral law upon the subject. 

> Now, sir, | am opposed to the whole plan. 
There is no more necessity for printing an addt- 
sonal number of copies of the “Constitution”? for 
‘eribution, than for any other document pub- 
rehed and distributed by the members of the last 
ow any preceding Congress. If this doctrine is 


., prevail, that because we have had the ‘* Consti- | 


‘non? given to us, therefore it must be given to 
new members for distribution, you ought not to 
voniy this exclusively to the ** Constitution,”’ but 
io every species of documents distributed to mem- 
rere, J hold that when the ** Constitution’’ had 
iii heen distribuTed to the people of the States, 
there is NO necessity for giving it to new members 
re a re distribution. Some States have new mem- 
wers here. They would get an additional number 
for distribution. Other States would not then get 
the same additional number; and thus there would 
vross injustice. } 
ish the ** Constitution,”’ then give it to all the 
States alike. So far as the books vo to members 
themselves, | have nothing to say; but in relation to 
the books for distribution, it is Altogether wrong 
to make this partial distribution. Here are Sena- 
tors from the new State of Lowa who have not yet 
received their books, and consequently the people 
of that State have not had their number distributed 






among them. 
amendment to give them the same number of copies 
of the “Constitution” which the other members 
receive, 80 that the people of that State can have 
an equal benefit from the publication of this book. 


If it be policy and right to re- | 


I would be willing to provide by an 


But, sir, to say that we will continue, from time | 


to time, aS & New member comes in, to allowa 
new distribution to the exclusion of other States, 
isunequal and unjust. Simply because a change 
in legislators occurs, and they choose to turn out 
one man and put in another, ought not to allow 
an extra distribution among the people of that 
Ste. Sir, IT hope the amendment to allow the 
Senators from lowa the full quota will pass. It 
does not provide for the next Congress, but only 


for circumstances now—for members who have 


not yet received their books. 

Mr. CALHOUN. If 1 understand the object of 
the resolution, it is to give to every new Senator 
that comes in the same number of copies as the 
old members have had, for the purpose of distri- 


bution, Itappears to me that the proposition made 


by the Senator from New York, now supported 
by the Senator from Tennessee, is perfectly fair, 
togive to the members of the new States, who 


have not received their proper quota, and to give | 


toeach new member, as they come in, one copy. 
That is the-whole affair. ‘The resolution, as it 
stands, will make a perpetual job of it. Now, we 


know that unless we publish an edition far beyond | 


our capacity, we cannot give to all the people of 
the United States. The copies that are now dis- 
tributed go to few. But if the resolution, as it 
stands, is adopted, you will be giving book upon 
book to every newly-elected member, and there 
will beno end to it. It must, then, stop some- 
where; and, in my opinion, this is the proper place 
for it to stop, as proposed in the amendment. 

Mr. WESTCOTT. I regret to be obliged to 
say something. 
giving out of these books. 


I have uniformly voted for the | 
This is one of the little | 


benefits which the States are able to obtain out of | 


the General Government. 
the books which my State gets are worth more 
than everything else they get from the Govern- 
ment. 
Mr. HALE. What do you do with the money? 
Mr. WESTCOTT. We have not got any of 


Sir, 1 do btlieve that | 


the money. You get it all in the North—in the | 


New England States—the whole of it. 
Mr. BRADBURY. I think the Senator from 


New York will be induced to modify his motion. | 
if Lunderstand the reading of it, it provides for the | 


Same number of copies to be furnished to the Sen- 
ator from Iowa as has been furnished to other 
members. I only rise to say that one copy has 


been furnished to me, and that is all the books I | 


have received. Jam not desirous of receiving a 


Sreater number; but I know that the impression | 


has gone abroad that we have all received those | 


books for distribution. I have had many applica- 


tions for them; but not having received them, I | 


take occasion to say, that I have not had distrib- 





uted to me any books whatever; and I believe that 
the older members of the Senate. to wl 

tribution of books has been mad » are rather of 
opinion that it is a corrupt practice. They 
termined, not having been able to succeed in the 
work themselves, to shield the new members from 
the influences of such corr uption. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, said that this was 
a serious question, and was causing some debate. 
He would move to pass it by, and go into Exec- 
utive session, 
request of 

Mr. YULEE. The vote, I presume, may be 
taken atonce. I wish to state to the Sen ite, th it 
by order of the Committee on Indian Affairs, it 
will be my duty to offer a considerable number of 
amendments to the naval appropriation bill. I 
think, sir, that the business of the session would 
be best promoted by taking up the naval appro- 
priation and Post Office bills, which remain to be 
acted on, both of which will probably go back to 
the House with amendments. They may be dis- 
posed of during this morning’s sess ion, and in the 
evening we can go into Executive session. 

Mr. KING stated, in relation to the question 
under consideration, that he had received one copy 
of the books to be distribute d, and one copy only. 

Mr. DICKINSON. I supposed that what I 
stated first sufficiently explained the matter in re- 
gard to what Senators do with the books. The 
Senator from Maine and the Senator from Alaba- 
ma say that they have received but a single copy. 
Now, I can add that I have also received but a 
single one. I think I have had a great number of 
copies, but I sent them away to my constituents. 
Only one have I retained for my own use. Other 
Senators may not have had but a single copy, but 
their predecessors have had them, and they have 
doubtless been distributed among their constitu- 
ents. Now, it makes no difference whether Mr. 
A or Mr. B got them, if they were distributed 
among the people of the States. I am in favor of 
viving to the new Senators, who have not received 
them, one copy at this or at the next session of 
Congress. Iam in favor of making them equal, 
and giving them the same number in proportion to 
their population. Then let the matter rest there. 
It never will rest, if it continues to goon. What 
I wish to deny is, that it makes, for all the pur- 
poses of my motion, any difference whether the 
distribution be to one or another Senator. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. It is a little peculiar that 
those who have received these books have a holy 
horror against granting them to others. I never 
found any voting for them for themselves, but 
they passed it very easily; but now that they have 
got them, I think it is very wrong to exclude 
others from the benefits of them. I rise for the 
purpose of asking the Senator from New York as 
to what he supposed to be the mode of distribu- 
tion? I happened to take a seat in the Senate a 
few days after the order was made to give to each 
Senator so many copies. They could not be de- 
livered until after my predecessor ceased to be a 
Senator. I supposed that they were intended for 
the Senator, and not for the individual. 1 applied 
for them, and was told that I, as the Senator from 
Illinois, could not obtain them. I was not allowed 
to frank one of them. They were sent to Illinois 
as the private property of one who had ceased to 
be a Senator; and I undertake to say that the two 
Senators from Illinois here have not had the books, 
because they were the individual property of my 


rom the dips- 


are cle . 


He, however, withdrew it at the 


‘predecessor. [do not mean to say anything in dis- 


paragement of my worthy predecessor, who is a 
very respectable gentleman, and who I am as will- 
ing should have them as anybody else; but they 


were given to the individual and not to the Sen- | é 
|| writing, of his aceeptance of said sum in full compensation 


|| for said patent right, and all improvements which he may 
I suppose the order took || 


ator. 

Mr. DICKINSON. 
effect at the time it was made. Now, I suppose 
the order is made duty, and the books must be 


given to Senators going out, and it will not be for | 


those who come in thereafter ta take them. Those 
who get individually a single copy, at any rate 
will be as well off as I have been. 

Mr. DOUGLAS moved to lay the resolution on 
the table. 

The question being then taken upon the motion 
to lay upon the table, it was agreed to. 

Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Commerce, 


to whom was refer’€d the joint resolution from the | 
| Honse in relation to foreign officers and seamen 
‘ who shall render relief to American vessels in dis- 


| 
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tress, re ported back the same without amen iment. 

On motion by Mr. DAVIS, of Miss sip, tne 
Sk ute pore ceeded to the consideration of executive 
business, and so continued untl the hour of recess. 

EVENING SESSION. 

On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the bill for the relief of William Gou, 
and no amendment being offered, it was reported 
to the Senate, ordered to a third reading, was read 
a third time, and passed. 

On motion by Mr. UPHAM, the Senate, as in 
Committee of the WI ole, | roceeded to the con- 
sideration of the Llousse bill for the relhef of John 
P. Skinner and the legal re pres 


Green; and no amendment iN 


ntutives of Lsaac 
otk red, the bill 
was re ported to the Sen rte, ay d order d toa third 
rea fin an 
A fre 
AM 


r some debate by Messrs. BIT ; 
LI » WESTCOTT, KING, and BERRIEN 
the bill was read a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, ti eS ife, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to the -consid- 
eration of the bill for the rehef of Dr. Adolphus 
Wislizenus; and no amendment being offered, it 
was reported to the Senate, was read a third time, 
and passed. 

On motion by Mr. DAVIS, of Missi ippi, the 
Senate, as in Committee of the Whole, proceeded 
to the consideration of the House bill for the relief 
of Robert W. Martin; 
offered, it was reported to the Senate, was read a 
third time, and passe d. 


and no amendment being 


NAVAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

The Senate then proceeded to consider, as in 
Committee of the Whole, House bill making ap- 
propriations for the naval service for the year end- 
ing the 30th Jame, D850. 

Mr. YULEE moved to amend by adding the 
following section: 


Ind he it further enacted, That the Secretary of the Navy 
be, and hereby is, authorized so te modity the contract en- 
tered into by bim with E. K. Collins and his associates for 
the transportation of the marl between New York and Liver- 
pool, under direction of the act approved Sed 
Mareh, 1°47, 2s to postpone the commencement of the mail 
service stuiputited to be performed until the Ist June, L850, 


Without in other respects impairing the conditions or abli- 
i 


ot Congres 


| gations of the said contract. 


Mr. Y.said the occasion of this application arises 
out of the fact that there is not in Liverpool any 
dock large enough for the accommodation of the 
ships—which are of thé largest class—belonging 
to this line. Arrangements were made for the 
construction of a dock for their use, but in conse- 
quence of the death of the owner of the soil on 
which it was to be built, it renders it necessary that 
its construction should be delayed. ‘The Govern- 
ment loses nothing by the delay. 

Mr. KING. How will the Government lose 
nothing? 

Mr. YULEE. If have in my hand the corre- 
spondence of the contract agents in Liverpool giv- 
ing the reasons for this applieation. ‘They state 
that these vessels are of three thousand tons bur- 
den; and the only vessel of that tonnage that has 
been built in England was the Great Britain, and 
as she used the screw propeller her width of beam 
was not so wide as these ships of the Collins’ line 
by some twenty or thirty feet. It requires a dock 
eighty feet in Width to accommodate them, and 


| there is none in Liverpool of that size. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


Mr. YULEE offered the following amentment: 
For the purchase of*the right to use ADD. Bishop’s patent 
portable boom-derrick for Government purposes, #10,000: 
Provided, That said Bishop siall, within fifteen days from 
the passage of Uhis act, notify the Secretary of the Navy, in 


hereafter make upon the same, and shall furnish fall work- 


| ing plans and explanations for construction of said boom- 


derrick. 


Mr. ATHERTON. 


I think we are loading 


| down the appropriation bills with amendments 


rather too freely. Here is a proposition to pur- 
chase a patent right, and what opportunity, J 
would inquire, will the House have in the next 


| few hours to examine fully into its merits? It 


was not recommended in the estimates of the de- 


'| partment, and I do not see any necessity for it. 


Mr. PHELPS. The Senate well know that I 
am opposed generally to ingrafting any of these 
amendments on apprepriation bills, but from in- 
formation derived trom the hest sources, 1 am 
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inclined to vote.for this amendment. The measure 
is recornmended to me personally by the head of 
that bureau of the Navy Department which is 
charged with thia matter—I allude to Commodore 
Smith. 1 hone it will be adopte d. 

Mr. ATHERTON.. I would inquire whether 
the measure comes favorably recommended from 
the dgpartment? . 

Mr. YULEE. [ would state that the Naval 
e have recommended nothing to the Sen- 
; not recommended and asked for by 
the de mie If the Senator desires any more 
’ m concerning this patent, | have a com- 
miu ion from the department which I did not 
ask to be read before, as I did not desire to con- 
[" invention 1s a 


very important one, and it will be a measure ol 


sume time unnecessary. ALS 


economy for the Government to purchase it. 
’ | , . 


ihe smendment was agreed t 


Vr. YULEE submitted the following amend- 


ments, whieh were agreed to: 


r iaprovements and superint ndence 


near New Ovleans, 81.750. 


at naval depdét 


. cy on a nea ol “¢ . 
bist, THE LOMOWING GQUlLionnal & hOnl. 


Be it enacted, &c., That the retention of cne dollar per 
mouwt) from pay of the musicians and privates of the 
, direeted by the act of the 2d Mareh, 1RS3, be 
extended, asin the ease of the musicians and privates of the 
tiay, lo the whole term of their enitstinent. 


narine corm 


Also, this additional section: 
Re it enacted, &c.. That the engineers in the 


hereatier receive the following pay, Viz: 


navy shall 


Chief Eagineer, on duty, first five years cemaw evened 1.500 
Do do ; CCF TIVE VEATS.ccccccsscses ZA 
Do on leave, first five yeurs........+.+.. 1,200 
io do after five YEars.rcrescscvess 1,400 
First istant engineer, on duty.............. 1 000 
Do ‘ ‘ i Gee eeesse es ) 
Secoud do CT in sivvbccanias gesdb FOO 
Do do OM FORVEs vocvavecs wenceevn's« 600 
Third assistant engineer, on duty 600 
Do do OF POBNGs 605605 5000s s ch 05ss 100 
Also— 
For grading University square, £5,000. 
ind that the ofliceraat the marine corps ailected by the 
fourth section of the act of Congress, approved 2d March, 


Tea7, entitied*An act for Ube ineresse of the marine corps of 
the United States,’ shall be provided torin the same manner 
that the ollieers of the old army who received appointnents 
in the additional regiments raised for the war with Mexico 
were, under the fourth seetion of tie act of Congress, ap 
proved July 19, leis, entitled An act supplemental to an 

‘An uel providing for the prosecution ot the 
r between the United States and the Republic oi 
Mexico, and for other purposes.’ ”? 

Mr. ATHERTON. 1 wish to call the attention 
of the Senate to the fact that this amendment is to 
increase the number of officers now ¢ nlisted by law 
in the marine corp 

Mr. YULEL. At the last session provision 
was made for the permanent Increase of (ge marine 
corps by the addition of five hundred men and 
twelve officers. ‘The amendment was rejected by 
the Elouse; but, the session being near its close, a 
contest was not persevered in by the Senate on the 
subject, and the amendment was withdrawn. It 
has been recommended by tie Secretary of the 
Navy Department, at the present session, that pro- 
vision be made authorizing him to increase the 
numberof marines, and to redace in a correspond- 


act entitled 


existing w 


the number of landsmen serving on 


big ucgree : 
board of our ships of war, and to add a sufiicient 
pumber of officers to command the number of 
‘The committee 
have thought proper, instead of making a permanent 
increase of 6flicers, to cause the restoration to office 
of twelve officers discharged under the act of last 
session, the extension to continue during their lives, 
and vacancies not to be filled up—in the same man- 
ner as officers of the army werg provided for in the 
act of last session. | 


marines thus to be organized. 


nected with this matter, independent of an increase 
of men, very strongly appealing to us for the adop- 
tion of the amendment. ‘The act of last session, 
dropping twelve of these marine officers, eperated 
not upon those who had been added during the 
war by a temporary act providing for the increase 
of the officers of the marine corps, but upon some 
of the oldest officers in the service; those who had 
been twenty-five or thirty years holding their situ- 
ations, and who had no other possible mode of 
By what rule that selection was deter- 
mined upen, Lam unable to state. Iam informed 
by the report of the Secretary of the Navy that his 
selection was not because of any ground of com- 
plaint against the officers. As there will be a 
ecessily for an inerease of officers growing out of 
the luercase of men, the committee thought proper 


support, 
is 


"Lhere are circumstances con- | 
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| had thus been displaced, instead of appointing new 


j 


| ones. ° 


Mr. ATHERTON. The Senator from Florida 
says there was a good deal ef consultation at the 
last session between the two Houses of Congress 
with.reference to action on this amendment, but, 


| as the subject came up near the close of the session, 


the Senate was obliged to give way. We are now 


| pretty near the close of a session, and there are 


perhans stronger reasons why we should now post- 


| pone the consideration than there were then. The 


increase of the number of officers does not appro- 
priately belong to this appropriation bill. If it 
were necessary to pass an act of this kind, why has 


not the bill to increase these ofiicers been brought 


} hecessary ? 


forward on its own merits, and that bill sent to the 
tiouse, and a full discussion had, if a contest is 
1 hope this amendment will not be 
taken up in this connection, because it does not 


| appropriately belong to this bill. ‘The reason given 


for aliention to it now is, that there are some per- 
sons thrown out of office who are unable to support 
theirfamiles. ‘That is no reason why we should 
act on this bill at all. ‘The only reason why we 
should atany time act on it is the want of the coun- 
wry. If the country demands this increase, then 
we may properly make it, and not otherwise. 

Mr. YULEE. I stated that the committee 
deemed it necessary to increase the number of 
ofiicers, and the reason given was this: that the 
President was authorized to substitute a mariue 
corps forlandsmen in the navy,as far as he deemed 
itexpedient. ‘The number of men added to this 


' corps will be five hundred, for which there will be 


| man of the committee in one ‘thing. 


| during the war with ,Mexico, there were only 
| fifty-nine officers in that corps. 
| which made this increase In the service it was pro- 


a corresponding reduction of landsmen; but it will 
require a larger number of officers to command 
them. ‘Those men who have been dismissed from 
service were dismissed in consequence of the pros 
visions of the law, and not from any complaint; 
and the propriety of this increase of officers, as 1 
stated, grows out of the increase of the number of 
privates. } 
Mr. HAMLIN. I will occupy the attention of 
the Senate but a moment. I agree with the chair- 
There are 
ofiered, as arguments for legislation, appeals to our 
sympathies very frequently, and, were 1 controlled 
by that consideration in this case, 1 should vote 
for the amendment. But it seems to me that the 
demand of our service is the true principle which 
should control our action here. 1 think that the 
chairman has scarcely considered this matter as it 
should be considered, or he would not have been 
led Lo think there is a necessity for this increase of 
ollicers. Prior to the increase of the marine corps 


Under that law 


vided that the corps should be reduced at the end 


| of the war, and the number of officers should be 


the same as before the increase was made. Now, 
that law of reduction has taken place, and there 
may have been hardships perhaps resulting from # 
it; but there are now three more officers than there 


| were before the increase, and | do not understand 
| why there is nota need of a further diminuuon of 


; at stations. 


| five in the whole service. 


ihe officers of the marine corps, as that law pro- 
vided, 

But there are two or three facts which I think 
are Important to guide our action on this subject. 
In the first place, 1 find, from official papers rela- 
ling to this matter, that there are now two hundred 
and forty men at shore stallions and forty-three 
ollicers, making an average of about six men to. 
one officer. Now, | do not know what is the ca- 
pacity of these oflicers—perhaps it may need more 
oijicers to command this small squad of men—but, 
taking all the rank and file, commissioned and non- 
commissioned officers, there is one officer to every 
i will send to the table 
a paper from the department, showing precisely 
what these officers are doing; that they are not 
connected with the marine service, but at home, 
waiting orders, as they say in naval parlance. By 
examination of these documents, we find that the 
whole number of naval officers is sixty-thtee, and 
the paper which I hold in my hand contains state- 
ments which show how these officers of the marine | 
corps were employed on the thirty-first day of 
January, 1848. ‘Lhe whole number then was sev- 
enty-four. Of these, twenty-one were on shore, |, 
On -the thirty-first of August, 1848, | 
the whole number was sixty-three, and, out of || 


to recommend the reimstation of these officers who || that number, forty-three were at different stations | 


OBE. 


___ March 2, 


on shore, not connected with the mari 
sea service. On the thirty-first of Dece 
three were at shore stations. 

These statements show, most satisfactoy|y 
my mind, that the corps which requires one a 
to every six men or less, must be composed of 
men of a very remarkable character, or the Officer 
do not discharge their duties very efficiently, The 
fact is, the number of officers 1s now twice wi 
the service of the country requires, and that should 
be the criterion by which appointments are made 
and not the necessities of the appointees. This 2 
nothing more nor less than an attempt to replace 
men who have been displaced according to Jaw. i 
may be that some of them have been displaced inp. 
properly, but it is hardly our business now to put 
back officers that have been displaced accordine to 
law. Do it-here in this instance, and we shal! find 
more applications of this character than we shail 
desire. Apply it in the marine corps, and then the 
army will come in for a similar rule. 
amendmeit will not be agreed to. 

Mr. YULEE. I may siate that I think th Sen- 
ator from Maine has not given as careful an exar. 
ination to this matter as he apprehends himself to 
have given, or he would not have maintained tha 
there were so many Oflicers on shore stations, He 
has not informed himself of the fact that the duties 
of marine officers are, in part, to procure men forthe 
service. I have a paper which shows the number 
required at shore stations, and at thedifferent navy- 
yards in Boston, New Y ork, Pensacola, and others, 
Thirty-eight ofiicers, and a quota of six hundred 
and seventy-five men, furnish the recruits needed 
at these shore stations. In addition to that, in order 
to furnish the proper number of men for the vessels 
in the service, not taking into the account the 
vessels on the stocks, shortly to be launched, the 
number of officers needed is forty-nine, under the 
established regulations of the navy; making the 
total number eighty-seven, to supply the necessi- 
uies which the laws create. Now, what is the 
number of ofiicers employed in the service? The 
Senator from Maine says there are sixty-three; but 
he takes the number before the reduction of last 
year; therefore he must bring them up—— 

Mr. HAMLIN, (interposing.) The gentleman 


he corps On 


mber, forty. 


' 
+ 


I hope the 


' is mistaken; there are now sixty-three. 


Mr. YULEE. 1 do not know from what quar- 
ter the gentleman derives his information; but I 
hold in my hand a paper which shows the number 
of men, and certainly there should be an addition 
of tweny oflicers besides these twelve. But the 
committee have not recommended that this increase 
should be a permanent addition to the list, and 


_have left it to Congress to determine hereafter 


whether these officers shall be permanent or not. 
‘The amendment expressly provides that the vaca0- 
cies accruing from death or accidents of service 
shall not be supplied, so that the number will be 
reduced in a shorttime to the number now existing. 
Now, it seems to me that we may take into con- 
sideration the condition and circumstances result- 
ing from the direction given to the course of reduc- 
tion, which perhaps was not contemplated by the 
Senate, but perhaps the best the department could 
adopt. It so happened that many old and glorious 
oflicers, who have served their country with great 
gallantry for a long period—one of them for twen- 
ty-five or thirty years—were among those thrown 
out by this reduction. It seems, then, but an act 
of justice that such men should be reinstated, and 
receive the provision, which may, perhaps, be 
considered as pledged to them, at least during good 
behavior; and the committee have not teen able 
to learn that these were selected for any cause of 
complaint as to personal or official character. It 
may be only necessary to repeat,.that allowing 
this addition of twenty, there will still be twenty 
less than are necessary for the service of the coun 
try. Ihave the letter of the Secretary of the Navy, 
which can be read, if Senators desire it. 

Mr. MANGUM. [rise to perform a duty that 


I think somebody ought to perform, and I think 


it belongs to the father of the Senate, from Mis- 
souri. During the last session, and during the 


| present session, the Senate of the United Siates 


has become a mere polemical body. ‘The smallest 
questions are discussed, as if Senators could un- 


derstand nothing without tedious and wearisome 


explanation. There is a vast amount of business 
to be done, and | invoke the Senate, the whole 
body, that they will discourage this — 
of discussion, this ruinous waste of time. I hope 
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a will be assumed that we understand something 
“phe business before the body, and that we may 
permitted to attend to getting through the busi- 

, of the session; for, if the practice shall con- 
o - through this night and to-morrow, we shall 
a two-thirds of the business undone. } 
a HAMLIN. I wish to state to the Senate 
hat the facts which I presented a few moments 
wpceand 1 think I have occupied the attention 
nf the Senate but very little—were drawn from 
sgcial papers of the marine corps. 

The amendment was agreed to. ; 

Mr. Y ULEE ofiered an amendment to increase 
he assistant pursers 1n the navy. He said: At 
‘be last session We passed a bill authorizing the 
snaintment of assistant pursers in the navy. It 
“ put on the calendar. Itis scarcely necessary 
state that the total number of pursers in the 
wavy is sixty-three. For stations there are twelve, 
aving about twenty on shore, and leaving about 
_ety available for other service. ‘There are ninety 
vessels, 80 that the number of pursers is only one 
iy every three vessels. It is deemed better for 
ye smaller vessels to appoint a corps of assistant 
oyrsers, and give them a small compensation. 

“Mr. CAMERON. It seems to me that we are 
eqdeavoring to get every man into an ofiice. LT see 
yo reason for these appointments. — I think itis not 
necessary to have a purser in every vessel. More 
han halfethe vessels are on the docks, and the 
oarsers, many of them, are about the country idle. 
| would much rather see them put to work. When 
it was thought this bill would become a law there 
were five hundred applications for the offices. 

Mr. ATHERTON. 1 hope this subject will be | 
acted on as a Seperate bill, and that it will not be | 
permitted toembarrass the bill under consideration. 

Mr. YULEE. It is proper to say that there are 
no oficers idle, there are no supernumeraries, and 
a necessity has grown out of the annual increase 
of the number of vessels in the navy. This ne- 
cessity was decided on at the last session, and it 
was deemed the most economical way to appoint | 
these assistant pursers for the service of the small 
vessels. 

The question being taken on the amendment, it 
was not agreed to. 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, moved to amend 
the bill by inserting after the 3d section the fol- | 
lowing: 

Sec. 4. nddée it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the Navy may be, and is hereby, authorized and directed, as | 
faras the public transport service will permit,.to employ the 
swamers so transferred to the Navy Department in establish- 
ing asemi-monthly Jine from New Orleans to Vera Cruz, or | 
some other port on the Gulf of Mexico, and connecting with | 
some port on the Pacific ; thence to California, as the Secre- | 
tary may direct. 

Sec. 5. Ind be it further enacted, That said steamers shall 
couvey the United States mail, and that American citizens 
who may be received as passengers in the same shall not be 
charged a higher rate of fare than shall be necessary to reimi- 
burse the Government for the expenses incurred on account | 
of such passengers. 

Mr. D. briefly called the attention of the Senate 
to this amendment. 

Mr. DOWNS. Mr. President, I am not aware | 
of the reason which induced the committee to 
come to the conclusion against the proposition 
onginally referred to them to establish a line of 
mail steamers between New Orleans and Vera | 
Cruz. ‘That measure was recommended, if I rec- 
vllect right, by the Secretary of the Navy and the 
President himself.- Itis desirable to have a certain | 
and swift mail route here. As it is now, we have | 
'o travel round Cape Horn or the Cape of Good | 
Hope, a much longer voyage than is necessary, to | 
get round to the Pacific. it takes a great while to | 
getround to Panama. I think the committee have | 
hot gone into the calculation very closely. We 

have that line of mail steamers between New Or- | 
eas and Vera Cruz; and we can, by sending the | 
mail across on the Pacific, save at least half the 
ume that would be required to go round the Cape. 
This has been proved by some recent information | 
from that quarter. We need a regular organiza- | 
ion on the part of the Government that is re- 
quired to go by Panama. I think this communica- | 
“lon of infinite importance; of much more import- |) 
‘oce than many of the mail routes that we have | 
éstablished elsewhere—much more than those to , 
Europe. But if the Senate has come to the con- 
“usion that the policy with regard to these steam- | 
&rs ought to be stopped; that we should not go any | 
‘urther with this; that the principle is wrong—of || 
Woich 1 do not speak—still it does not affect this || 
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question, because it is altogether a different one. 
We do not propose to advance two hundred thou- 
sand dollars to establish a line of mail steamers; 
we do not contemplate an increase of the’naval 
appropriations at all. We have tile boats already, 
belonging to the United States, in the hands of the 
Quartermaster General, who has reported that he 
has no further use for them; and they are the very 
boats that have carried the communications be- 
tween these two ports during the war. It is now 
proposed to transfer them to the navy. ‘They are 
a dead weight on his hands, and cannot be sold for 
half their value. ‘There are officers here solicitous 
to take charge of them, and they can transport 
your mails, and perhaps the whole expense of 
carrying them will be paid in this way; but if not, 
the expense would be small compared to the great 
national advantage to us and our citizens. ‘Those 
best informed consider this the best route to the 
Pacific, and surely | would take it with all its dis- 
advantages in preference touny other mode.. There 
is no question of the importance of this route. ‘The 
trade of Mexico was once one of the most advan- 
tageous portions of our foreign trade; but by our 
quarrels with that Government, it is now nearly 
lost, and it is transferred from New Orleans to 
The establishment of this line of steamers 
will be likely to restore this trade, and make our 
relations with Mexico more friendly. ‘This trade 
is now in the hands of the British packets; they 
bring away the specie which goes from Mexico 
and they take it to Kurope. If we establish this 
line, which we can do so cheaply, these steamers 
will be driven out of the trade, and it will be in our 
hands. From these considerations | hope the Sen- 
ate will adopt it. It is not a question whether we 
shall establish a new line, but whether we shall 
employ these steamers, which we can do with lite 
or no expense. 

Mr. RUSK. At the present time we have no 
mail communication by water beyond Galveston, 
in the State of ‘Texas. ‘The result of all that is 
the difficulties, so far as transportation of the mails 
is concerned, which have been alluded to by the 
Senator from Louisiana. We all see that a regu- 
lar communication over that country would not 
only be a benefit, but would vastly extend profit- 
able commerce with Mexico. 1 have no doubt 
that within two years an exchange of articles of 
great value would amount to twelve or fifteen mil- 
lions of dollars, or perhaps more. And it is no 
expense. On the contrary, it will be a saving of 
expense for the Government of the United States 
to adopt this amendment, there being no regular 
communication beyond Galveston now. ‘Lhese 
boats will have to be kept by the Quartermaster’s 
department, and an expénse will be incurred in 
keeping them, and the transportation of supplies 
to the troops stationed in Western ‘Texas by some 
other mode will have to be paid. What will be 
the result? You will have no communication with 
Galveston; it will cost more to transport what the 
quartermaster will have to transport to the western 
portion of Texas, than it will cost to carry the 
mails all the way. ‘The figures show that, as the 
quartermaster is bound to keep these vessels for 


the transportation of supplies and troops, it will | 


cost more to reject than to adopt this amendment. 
Many passengers will pass in this way through 


| Tehuantepec to California; they are going there 


now. If this amendment be adopted, we have a 
connection with the Pacific by steamers belonging 
to the Quartermaster’s department. [t will form 
a direct communication with California, with no 
additional expense to the United States over what 
they will have to incur now. You are bound to 
have supplies in California, of which there are not 
enough at the present time. Emigration is pour- 
ing in there from all quarters of the creation, and 
it is the policy of this Government to send sup- 
plies there, that they may have them\on the spot. 


_ Another thing about it will be, if General Smith 


has to keep down anarchly there, he will have no 
aid from foreigners; but among the Americans he 
will find a soldiery to sustain the laws of peace 
and quiet, the laws of his country. 

Mr. ATHERTON. Mr. President, this amend- 
ment proposes a change in existing laws. It pro- 
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New Hampshire that this measure has been rec- 
ommended by the Quartermaster General and by 
the Navy Department. 

Mr. ATHERTON, That makes no difference. 


{t matters not whether it has been recommended - 


by one department or another. I say it introduces 
anew principle altogether, and therefore oughi to 
be the subject of a separate bill..- There may be 
many things recommended by departments which 
are not germane to an appropriation bill. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. Mr. President, I 
eXpect very important results to flow from this 
measure. [| expect that the trade which will be 
opened and engaged in between Mexico and this 
country, if this measure be passed, will be very 
great. Besides, the convemences which it will 
afford for the transportation of our mails and cit- 
izens to California, will be of immense advantage. 
Viewed in this light, it may have been well tor 
Senators to attach such great importance to the 
question; but, as a legislative question, the prope 
osition Which | have presented is very small ince 
And the Senator from New Hampshire was never 
more mistaken in his life than when he supposes 
that my amendment proposes the introduction of 
anything novel. We have transport vessels now, 
but they are very improperly, and very anoma- 
lously,in the hands of the War Department. ‘Uhe 
first proposition contained in the amendment is 
to transier these vessels from a department which 
cannot manage them, either economically or well, 
to one which can manage them to some advantage. 
At present the Quartermaster General is compelied 
to employ captains ata very high rate of compensa- 
tion, and often very Incompetent persons. So that 
the safety of the vessels and all on board is notonly 
hazarded by the present system, but the expense 
is rendered very great by the high rates of com- 
pensation paid to the captains and all the other 
ofneers. 

Again, the Senator is also as much mistaken as 
ever he was in his life, when he supposes that the 
transportation of passengers and freight in trans- 
port vessels belonging to the Government is the 
introduction of a new system. All transport ves- 
sels, in all countries under the sun, have done the 
same from the establishment of the first navy ever 
known. ‘This is only a proposition to transfer these 
vessels from the War Department, where they are 
improperly located, tothe Navy Department, where 
they properly belong; to charge the Navy Depart- 
ment with the transportation of troops and sup- 
plies, and to add thereto, as far as the transport 
service will permit, the transportation of the mails 
down the Gulf of Mexico, and to our Pacific set- 
tlements. ‘That is the whole proposition. If this 
is not done by the Navy Department, it must be 
done by the Quartermaster’s department: and if it 
is not done directly by the Quartermaster’s depart- 
ment, it must be done by contract. We have been 
compelled to do it directly. ‘The Quartermaster 
General has been compelled, with all the disad- 

vantages that belonged toa land officer, (which he 
has admitted in his report to have been very great, ) 
to purchase vessels, to hire captains and crews to 
man them, to employ them in the transportation 
of troops and munitions, and necessarily to carry 
the public mails of the United States. So far, then, 
this proposition requires the navy, with these ves- 
sels, to do what the army is now doing. American 
citizens are received on board of, and are to be trans- 
ported by the public vessels, which are the prop- 
erty of the American citizen, and the officers of 
the vessels are restricted from charging anything 
more than the actual expense incurred by taking 
the citizen on board. That has always been the 
rates upon our transports. It is the existing rule, as 
now managed in the Quartermaster’s department. 


| There is nothing new in it. There is nothing ex- 


poses that the Government should embark in a | 


new system. Heretofore, it has not been custom- 
ary to embody such propositions in appropriation 
bills; and it is an experiment which should not be 
tried now. 


Mr. RUSK. I would inform the Senator from 


traordinary in it. There is nothing in it requiring 
legislation, because it is based upon military usage 
and common sense. As to the great question which 
may lie beyond this, and be incidentally connected 
with it—the establishment of a line of mail steam- 


/ers—I have nothing to say in regard to it. Ido 


not deem it appropriate to discuss that subject 
now, because it has nothing to do with the prop- 
osition under consideration. I present this as a 
simple question of having the transport vessels in 
our own country, managed as the transport vessels 
of all other civilized nations are, by the Navy De- 


| partment, and providing that they shall continue 


the transportation of the mails, as is now done b 


|. the Quartermaster’s department, and that they shail 
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not charge American citizens more than the simple 
expense meurred by their presence on board the 
VEsNeIS. 


Mr. HUNTER. Mr. President, it seems that 


‘ this measure which we are called upon to adopt is 


a dangerous precedent. | was not before aware 
that the practice of Wansporung citizens of the 
United States in national vessels existed. In-my 
judgment such matters should be left to individual 
enterprise. [do not like the idea of the Govern- 
ment of the United States entering into competi- 
tion with private individuals of the nation in mat- 
ters of this sort. And, therefore, it seems to me 
that if such has been the pracuce of this Govern- 
ment, the practice should be abolished forthwith. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. 1 will state to the 
Senator from Virginia that transport vessels are 
never used where they come in competition with 
individual enterprise; for the simple reason that 
on routes where individual enterprise has estab- 
lished jines of ships, merehant vessels, or steam- 
érs, or where any other modes of conveyance 
exist, Wansport vessels are never required. 

Mr, HUNTER. ‘Then there can be no neces- 
sity for these transports; for if there are no mer- 
chant vessels to engage im the business of trans- 
porting passengers between New Orleans and Vera 
Cruz, | do nét know what route has vessels 
running upon it, Lt strikes me that of all species 
of business in which this Government could be 
engaved, this is the most unsuitable to the ma- 
ehmery of our Government, and the nature of our 
nstuutions. We might at least leave that to the 
enterprise of private mdividuals. 1 do not under- 
stand that the employment of these Government 
steamers is to dimimish even by one those that we 
| avree with the Senator 
from Mississippi, that it is very doubtful whether 
these vessels would be found to be useful even in 
time of war. It is an experiment to which | was 
originally opposed, and | am against extending it, 
especially by the United States engaging in an 
affair of this sort. | hope we will drop the matter 
where it 1s. 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, it is always bad 
policy to make any changes in our legislation at 
the very heel of a session of Congress, when it 1s 
impossible that they can undergo that full and 
ample discussion which ought to precede any 
sreat change in the existing state of the Govern- 
ment. L understand that this subject has under- 
vone the consideration of one of the committees of 
this body, and that, after mature deliberation, they 
have rejected it. 

Mr. DOWNS. The gentleman is mistaken. 
Tliis proposition has not been rejected. It was 
the line to Chagres that was rejected. Another 
committee reported this resolution. 

Mr. ALLEN. Be that as it may, my other 
remark, however, holds good, that this matter 
ought to be passed over unul there can be more 
time, more thought—until it can be seen how tt 
will affect other interests. Undoubtedly the tend- 
ency of this Government and of all other Gov- 
ernments is to do everything that it will be per- 
mitted to do; to lay its hands on everything, 
whether forbidden or not, if it Is not prevented. 
And this business of the Government becoming a 
competitor, either in the coasung trade or carrying 
trade, or any kind of trade, with private ciuzens, 
isa bad thing. [tis a bad practice, if it has ex- 
isted, and it ought to be stopped atonce. Besides, 
we have a mail contract now dor carrying the mail 
from New Orleans. 

Mr. RUSK, (interposing.) 
Gulf of Mexico. 

Mr. ALLEN. Not through the Gulf of Mex- 
icq, if the mail is not carried on the right line. 
And if the mail is not carried on the right line, 
then that contract ought-to be put an end to before 
we enter into another. I do not believe it is on 
the right line, but some five thousand miles from 
the right line, as will be found to be the fact 
whenever the route over which the mail is carried 
comes to be surveyed. But | wall not further oc- 
cupy the time of the Senate in this discussion. | 
shall have to vote against this amendment, though 
with reluctance, on account of the great coifidence 
I have in my friend from Mississippi, [Mr. Davis, } 
who is very little liable to introduce objectionable 
propositions, 

Mr. DOWNS. Mr. President, the bill, as it 
cume from the House, already complies with the 


have already engaged. 


Not through the 


know of no service in which they carr be more | 


usefully employed. The Quartermaster has trans- 
ferred them because he has no use for them. And 
shall we permit these vessels to rot, rather than 
apply them to a purpose which so many interests 
call for? We have got these vessels, and do not 
know what to do with them. 
to this use, they would subserve a very valuable 
and important purpose, and [ cannot see why gen- 
tlemen should, on mere abstract questions of power, 
oppose this proposition. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana. Mr. President, 
| understand that these vessels are to be trans- 
ferred to the navy of the United States for the ex- 
press purpose of employing them, and that if this 
transfer be not made they will be enurely useless. 
‘The measure has been fully examined and recom- 
mended by the department, and has, 1 understand, 


been favorably reported upon by a committee of | 


the House and by a committee of this body. It 
is perfectly understood. It is certainly a very 
important measure, agd especially when we take 
into consideration the increased facilities it will 
atford for the transportauon of passengers from 
New York to New Orleans and thence to Vera 
Cruz. IL hope it will not be postponed. [t has 


been fully investigated by the committees of both || 


Houses of Congress, and 1s well understood. 

Mr. BRIGHT. ‘The honorable Senator from 
Louisiana, Who has just taken his seat, is entirely 
correct in saying that this subject has been fully 


examined by a committee; but he is not correct | 


as to the conclusion to which the committee came. 
It was very fully examined by the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, and reported against. 

Mr. RUSK, (interposing.) 1 think the Senator 
from Indiana 1s mistaken. , 

Mr. BRIGHT. I am not mistaken. I will 
state the facts. A memorial was presented here 
and referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 
The object of the memorialists was to run a line 
of mail steamers from New Orieans to Vera Cruz, 
for which they were to be paid $150,000 per an- 
num. After mature deliberation, the committee 
reported against the proposition. ‘They did not 
report in haste. Inquiries were made at the Post 
Office Department by members of the committee, 
and, among others, by myself, with reference to 
the necessity of expending that sum for that ser- 
vice, and it was admitted by all, that so far as the 
question of dollars and cents was concerned, it 
would be so much money thrown away. ‘This 
proposition is identically the same in substance. 
The language may be changed; the manner of 
service may be changed a little, by limiting it en- 
lirely to the transportation of passengers. But 
that, | apprehend, makes very little difference. 
The amendment provides for carrying passengers 
to such and such points, and for such and such 
prices. ‘hat, 1 think, is going a litte too far. 
it is narrowing legislauon down to too small a 
circle. If we have no use for these vessels, sell 
them, or chain them to the shore, and let them rot. 
It would be much better to make that disposition 
of them, so far as the pecuniary benefit of the 
public service is concerned, than that such a sys- 
tem should be opened up between these two points, 
as this amendment proposes. 

Afier the committee had reported against the 
one hundred and fifty thousand dollar proposition 
to which | have referred, the gentleman who had 
made it, came forward and oflered to perform the 
service for seventy-five thousand dollars, if the 
committee would agree to report a bill providing 
for the establishment of the line of steamers. ‘The 
committee could not report such a bill, in view of 
the information derived trom the Post Office De- 
partment that the receipts would not amount to 
more than five thousand dollars per annum. 

As I said before, | regard this proposition as 
another effort to get into the treasury by the back 
door. Pass this amendment, and, in a few years, 
it will result in another line of mail steamers, cost- 
ing the Government as much as we are now paying 
for carrying the mail between New York and Liv- 
erpool. I will conclude with saying that I cannot 
vote for this proposition. The committee have 
examined the subject and reported against it. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. The Senator is 


recommendation of the Quartermaster to tranfer || mistaken. The Military Committee have exam- 


By applying them | 


| 


these vessels to the Navy Department. 1 would 
like gentlemen to consider before they vote against 
this proposition to what use the navy can put these 
vessels, unless they be employed in this service.” I 
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| Senator from Indiana [Mr. Brigur] th; 


| This proposition is to authorize the 


| purpose of affording the necessary transpor 


od March . 


ined this subject, and r 
favor of the measure. 
Mr. BRIGHT. I am quite certain that ¢) 
committee reported against it. ~ 
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. What « 
mittee? 
Mr. BRIGHT. The Naval Committee. 
Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. ‘Ph¢ Naval 
Committee had nothing to do with it, — 
Mr. BRIGHT. The Naval Committee h 
subject before them, and reported adve 
Mr. RUSK. Mr. Presid 


eported a joint resolution jp 


Om- 
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ent, | would Say to the 


' it he ep. 
tirely mistakes the proposition. ‘The Propositiog 


reported against by the Committee on Naval Aj 


fairs, Was to make a contract with a compar 
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Navy Depart. 
ment to run these steamers there, firsi, 
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for the troops, semi-monthly; in the second plac 
° MCE, 


to carry the mails, because they might just as w 
° ° ‘ os Cit 
do it as not; in the next place, to transport 


x : Tras. 
sengers. That is the entire sum and substane 


ance of 


this proposition. The permission to carry pase 


wish to visit our new territories, or who wish to 


| Sengers confers no privilege at all upon the dep 


url. 


ment. The amendment requires them to trans. 
port passengers for the convenience of those who 
return thence. And this arrangement is demanded 
by the exigencies of the times. The canvenience 
of the public requires it, and it should be granted, 

As for the economy of the honorable gentlenjay 
from Indiana, I must say that | cannot agree to jt, 
We have these vessels, which have cost the Gover. 
ment something like $150,000, and the Senator pro. 
poses to tie them up and let them rot. What wil 


| be the effect of such a course? We shall lose wha 


these vessels cost the Government, and then force 
the Quartermaster’s department to pay more than 
would be paid, under this arrangement, for seni- 


| ing their transports from New Orleans to Vera 


Cruz. 
Now, in regard to the competition we enter into 


| with private enterprise, by carrying these passen- 
| gers, we enter into competition with nobody on 
/earth but the British mail steamers. And is it 


proper and right that we should depend, forall our 


| communications with Vera Cruz, upon the British 


mail steamers? We now depend upon them for 
carrying our mails to Vera Cruz. ‘The very dis- 


| patches we send to our minister in Mexico, are 
| conveyed by the British mail steamers, unless we 





go to the enormous expense of sending a special 
messenger. 

Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, I desire merely 
to say that I concur with the view of this subject 
taken by the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. Hey- 
TER. | My objection to this proposition is, that it 
intends to embark the Government in the business 
of the transportation of passengers ina line of ves- 
sels for hire or compensation. So far as it is 
necessary to employ these vessels when they shall 
be turned over to the Navy Department tor the 
transportation of our troops, munitions of war, of 
anything else connected with the operations of the 
Government, no legislation is required. Thatis, 
of course, within the proper authority of the Navy 
Department, and, whenever the necessities of the 
Government require the performance of any of 
these duties, they will be discharged by the De- 
partment. 

But, | agree with the Senator from Virginia, that 
if there is anything that should be left to private 
enterprise and competition, it is the transportation 
of passengers from one point to another for hire. 

However, independent of every objection that 


| has been urged against the amendment, this con- 


sideration is conclusive against the measure. The 
Government must do one of two things. They 
must either transport passengers for hire, turn 10 
the business of supporting a line of packets, and 
open books for keeping accounts of the money 
received, or else they must transport passengels 
gratis: in either case they must establish a line of 
Government packets—an act nowise distinguish 
able, so far as I can see, from one for establishing & 
line of Government post coaches to enter into com- 
petition with the appropriate operations of private 
persons—and to set the Government against the 
laudable enterprise of private individuals. — 

Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, (interposipg-) I 
am sure the Senator will not urge, as an objection 
to the amendment, anything which it does not con- 


tain. He is certainly arguing against something 
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never contemplated. The amendment I 
sored restricted Officers in command of public 
a ig-first, from refusing to take American citi- 
= on board their vessels; and, secondly, from 
or aint them passage money , confining the charge 
ag expenses incurred by taking the citizen on 
. be just as during the war with Mexico, every 
vacer waveling thither paid, when on board a 
“lie transport, So much per day for his board. 
3 ihe case NOW stands, (if we do not incorporate 
iis provision,) the captain of a public transport 
" < the citizen that he shall not go on board, and 
he mus : ; : 
navy agent before the captain will receive him on 
board. ~ As for this competition with private enter- 
which gentlemen talk so much about, it is 


anal l 


prises 
slioget 
.,ows that whenever passengers can getany other 
ode of conveyance they will never go on board 
of a transport. / 

“Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, I did not make 
ye mistake which the honorable Senator supposes. 
The question is not as to the amount received. It 
isnot the question whether the Government is to 


receive more OF less, or the officers receive more or 


a DAVIS, of Mississippi. The Government 
does not receive anything. 

Mr. BADGER. ‘Then itis to convert the officers 
into mere agents for transporting passengers, and 
ay them more or less. 


st get a permit from the quartermaster or | 


her out of the question; for all experience | 


\r. DAVIS, of Mississippi. The officers do 


not receive anything. 
Mr. BADGER. They must supply the passen- 
vers with food, and they must receive pay for this. 


They are to receive something in a pecumary point | 


yt vieW. 
expenses incurred. Now, to my mind, it is liable 
to the objections urged by the Senator from Vir- 
cinia, (Mr. Hunter. | 
point of view, if the Government is to enter into 
itatoll, | think they should enter into it for pecu- 
piary advantage. Instead of rec@iving merely pay 
for expenses incurred, let them do as others do, 


and receive a reasonable indemnity for enterprise. | 


Mr. NILES. I would ask my friend from Mis- 
sissippi What is the character of these vessels, 
whether they are sail or steam vessels? 


Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi. They are all steam | 


vessels; and four of them good sea vessels. A num- 
ber of them are small river boats. 1 would add, 


The amendment restricts it to the actual | 


Besides, in a pecuniary | 


that if they are not turned over to the Navy De- | 
partment, they must unavoidably be sold for what 


they will bring, and a great sacrifice will be the 
consequence. 

Mr. ALLEN demanded the yeas and nays on 
the amendment, which were ordered; and the vote 
stood for the amendment: 

YEAS—Messrs. Breese, Corwin, Davis of Mississippi, 
Dodge of fowa, Downs, Fitzpatrick, Foote, Houston, John- 


son of Louisiana, Jones, Rusk, Sebastian, Westcott, and 
Yulee—14. 


\AYS—Messrs. Allen, Atherton, Badger, Baldwin, Bell, 


Benton, Berrien, Borland, Bradbury, Bright, Buuer, Catm- 
ero, Clarke, Davis of Massachusetts, Dayton, Felch, Fitz- 
gerald, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Hunter, Johngou of Maryland, 
Jonson of Georgia, King, Mangum, Mason, Miller, Niles, 


Phelps, Spruanece, ‘Turney, Underwood, Upham, Wales, | 


Walker, and Webster—36. 


So the amendment was disagreed to. 


Mr. MILLER offered the following amend- 
ment, from the Committee on Naval Affairs, as an 
additional section to the bill: 


“Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the sum of | 


$16 37 be and the same hereby is appropriated to reim- 
burse Commander Charles Wilkes for expenses incerred by 
hin in several courts, in defending suits brought against him 
for aets committed in discharge of his official duty.” 

Mr. BRIGHT. Mr. President, I should like to 
have read the bill of particulars in that case. I 
would like to have the paper, which was submitted 
afew days since, containing the items, read. 

Mr. MILLER. 
the Senator that the various items were submitted 
to the committee by Commander Wilkes. ‘They 
footup an amount much larger than that named 
in the amendment. 
Commander Wi!kes, there wasan item for expenses 
‘ieurred on account of the calling of a court mar- 
lial. The committee did not think that such an 
allowance ought to be made. They have, there- 
fore, confined the amount of reimbursement to the 
egal costs and expenses in defending the several 
suits brought against him in the courts. 

. Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I hope the Senate 
Will pause some time before they adopt this amend- 





Mr. President, 1 can inform | 


In the estimate submitted by | 
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ment. I confess that I expected almost any other 
proposition to be made to the Senate than this. 
Ihe suits to which the amendment refers | under- 
stand to be suits brought by some sailors against 
their officer for what was alleged to be an tilegal 
punishment. By the finding of the court and jury 
which tried the case, the result was against the 


officer, and in favor of the seamen; that is to say, | 


| it was the judgment of the jury that it was an ex- 


cessive, illegal, and outrageous punishment, for 
which the officer deserved to be muleted in costs, 
The case was carried up to the Supreme Court on 
a bill of exceptions, The Supreme Court granted 
a venire facias de novo. ‘That is nota final decision, 
and the case yet remains undetermined. An at- 
tempt is being made, which | trust will be suecess- 
ful, todo away with the necessity of these suits 
altogether, and to do away with the cause of that 
necessity. Public attention has just been directed 
to the fact that efforts are being made to abolish 
this relic of barbarism in our navy; and | hope 
that the American Congress will not, at the com- 
mencement of this humane effort, offer a premium 
for the undue exercise of this barbarous power, 
If the Congress of the United States are to come 


| forward, and put their hands into the national 


treasury to pay the suits of every officer that may 
be prosecuted for the illegal discharge of this duty, 
1 do not know where we are to stop. If it has 
been the fortune of Commander Wilkes, or of any- 


| body else in the navy, to have been sued for an 


assault and battery, let him defend himself, as does 
every other citizen. 
1 should like to know upon what principles of 


| law and equity the Naval Committee deliberately 


ask the American Congress to pay the costs of 
gentlemen that have suits brought against them 
for assault and battery, because they happen to be 
officers of the navy? Let them stand with the 
rest of the citizens of the republic. And, if it is 
their good or bad fortune to be brought into the 


| courts of law, let them defend themselves as they 


may, upon their own merits and at their own ex- 
pense I should like to know if there is anything 
so sacred in this species of assault and battery that 


| we are called upon to foot up the bills brought 
|| against naval officers for the illegal exercise of this 


power? I have nothing to say of the merits of the 
case. It may have been right, or it may have been 
wrong. But, in Heaven’s name, let officers and 
men stand or fall together. Suitsof this sort have 
been brought by sailors, in which they have some- 
times succeeded, and in which the costs recovered 
have not been anything like their expenses. But 
who ever heard of Congress cqming in to relieve 
the poor, helpless, friendiess a after going into 
court and luigating his rights? No, sir, ne. If 
the Naval Committee had recommended that an 
appropriation be made from the national treasury 


| lo pay the expenses of these sailors, 1 could have 


listened to it with some complacency. And | trust 
the American Senate will deliberate Jong before 


| they sanction a principle of such high importance, 


|| by which the expenses of naval officers, in litiga- 


| ng suits brought against them, are to be paid out 








{ 


of the public treasury. 

Mr. MILLER. Mr. President, the Senator 
from New Hampshire asks upon what principle of 
law the Naval Committee reported this measure. 
I will answer the gentleman that the Naval Com- 
mittee have adopted this amendment upon the 
highest principles of law: upon the final decision 
upon this question made by the Supreme Court of 
the United States. ‘This amendmentis offered out 
of no respect to Commander Wilkes as an officer 
of the navy; for, if the lowest man in the service 
had been made to pay the costs of a suit brought 
against him in consequence of an act done in the 
discharge of his duty, according to law, I, for one, 
would reimburse him every cent he paid in defend- 
ing himself, if it would require every cent in the 
treasury. 


If the gentleman will read the printed report of | 


the opinion of the Judges of the Supreme Court in 
this case, he will there perceive that this case is put 
to rest; that Commander Wilkes was fully justified 
in law for every act complained of against him, 


| and that he has been put to cost for having faith- 


fully and honestly discharged his duty in the ser- 
vice of his country, on board the vessel, at sea. 
The gentleman mistakes the case. This case was 
not brought for excessive flogging or excessive 
punishment. it was not brought upon the sup- 
posed ground that Commander Wilkes had no au- 


* 


thority at all to punish this man. 
complained of in the declaration is not that flogging 
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which the gentleman considers the greatest punish- 


ment which any human bemg can be subjected to; 


but it is for imprisoning the plainul!, for compelling 
his services in the Exploring Expedition when his 
term of service had expired, It was contended that 
Commander Wilkes had no right er authority to 
control the services of this man. That was the ques- 
tion; itwas a question of law, not of facet, There was 
no pretence whatever that there wus any excessive 
flogging. Nothing of the kind was pretended. The 
ground taken was, that this man, having enlisted 
only for three years, and his term of service having 
expired while at sea, Commander Wilkes had no 
right to command his services. But it turns out, 
from the evidence in the case, that the man enlisted, 
by his own agreement, for the voyage. 

In addition to that, it is provided by an act of 
Congress, that when a sailor’s term expires at sea, 


Nitis in the discretion of the commanding officer to 


discharge him, or, if he thinks “prope r, he may 
command his services. Without that law what 
would be the position of things? If a ship going 
on a voyage of three years happens to be kept out 
three years and six months, at the end of the three 
years every sailor on board the vessel would say, 
** My term has expired, and 1 will no longer obey 
the commanding oflicer.”’ If such had been the 
case with the Exploring Expedition, the life of 
every man in that expedition would have been 
exposed. The Supreme Court has decided that 
Commander Wilkes had a nght to command the 
services of this man. The Supreme Court has de- 
cided that Commander Wilkes, in the case com- 
plained of, was faithfully discharging his duty, 
and could not have done otherwise than he did 
consistently with the safety of the crew and the 
service m which he was engaged, and therefore 
jusufied him for the act; and the simple question 
is, whether, when a public officer, in the discharge 
of his duty, commits an act for which he is prose- 
cuted, and is justified in that act, the Government 
by whom he is employed will not pay the expenses 
to which he is put? 

This was not a voluntary employment on the 
part of Commander Wilkes. He was there under 
the command of his Government; he was bound to 
keep order; he did the very thing that it was his 
duty to do; and, if he has been put to expense on 
that account, ought not the Government to pay i? 
Numerous cases, upon exactly the same principle, 
are paid at every session. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, if I am incorrect, 
I wish the Senator from New Jersey to correct me. 
He says that there isa final judgment in this case. 
I have read the opinion of the judges of the Su- 
preme Court to which he has referred, and | did 
not so read it. TheSupreme Court has ordered a 
venire facias de neve in the case; this is not a final 
decree. The case is still open to be tried before a 
jury, and may be tried before a jury, and Com- 
mander Wilkes may yet be found guilty upon 
the judgment of a jury and court. All that ap- 
pears is, that exceptions were taken from the ruling 
of the court below, and carried up to the Supreme 
Court. The Supreme Court does not sustain the 
ruling of the court below on these points. But 
it does not appear that Commander Wilkes will 
be finally discharged. But I will not consume any 
more time. The idea Of illustrating the case by 
argument seems to be absurd. I ask the yeas and 
nays on the amendment. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. , 

Mr. ATHERTON. Mr. President, this is a 
mere private claim, whether there be any merit in 
itor not. And after what has been suggested by 
my colleague, (Mr. Have,] it seems to me, if there 
is ever so much merit in it, that it is prema- 
turely presented. It isa merg private claim, and 
we have rejected several amendments to the ap- 
propriation bills on that ground. And I hope we 
will not depart from that rule when there are so 


_ many private claims on our bands, because in this 


case the claimant is a commandant in the navy. 
Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, J do not concur 


| with the honorable Senator from New Hampshire 


{Mr. Arnerron] that this is a mere private claim. 
‘The case is one altogether of a peculiar complex- 
ion. Commander Wilkes was in the cormmand 
of an expedition sent out for the purpose of exam- 
ining the unknown regions lying far towards the 
south pole. In the course of the voyage, he finds 


|| it necessary to inflict punishment upon one man 
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under his command, that punishment being actu- 
ally necessary to enable him to carry out the In- 
structions given him by the Government, to enable 
the expedition to accomplish the object for which 
it was designed. On his return he was sued (as 
has been stated by the Senator who reported this 
amendment from the Committee on Nayal Affairs) 
by that man, Hot upon the ground that the com- 
manding officer had been guilty of any cruelty or 
excess or of anything which would pain the heart of 
man, (unless it be the heart of the honorable gen- 
tieman from New Hampshire, [Mr. Hare,| who 
is pained at the idea of anybody being punished,) 
Laat upon the vyround that he had no lawtul author- 
ity to punish the individual. That objection was 
rested upon two grounds: First, that the person 
who brought the suit, being a marine, was not a 
person belonging to the navy, within the meaning 
of the act of Congress authorizing thie infliction of 
the punishment, and, therefore, he was not liable 
to it. In other words, he might set the authority 
of his commanding officer at defiance, and be sub- 
ject to nobody. Secondly, upon the ground that 
the commanding officer had no right to retain him 
in the service after the term of his enlistment ex- 
pived, although he was authorized to do so by the 
law of Congress, and by the enlistment, signed by 
the person mm question, authorizing the command- 
ing officer to keep him under his control during the 
whole voyage. 

It was, therefore, the case of an action brought 
azainst an ofiicer for the mere discharge of a public 


duty. No allegation of having inflicted excessive ‘ 


punishment was brought against the officer, except 
that it was averred that he had no power of juris- 
diction over the individual at all. It wasa case of 
expenses incurred by this officer, not on his own 
account, but imposed upon him by the necessary 
condition which he occupied as comumander of 
poblic forces of this country. It was a case in 
which, as a private individual, he had no interest; 
in which,asa private man, he could have no action; 
in which, merely as Charlies Wilkes, he had no 
more connection than any gentleman on this floor 
has: but it is a case in which Charles Wilkes was 
culled upon to pay, out of his own pocket, the ex- 
pense of a frivolous and malicious prosecution 
brought against the commander of the squadron, 
because the individual, Charles Wilkes, united that 
office in his person. Under such circumstances, it 
seems to me plain and evident, according to the 
universal principles that govern every government 
that we are bound to indemnify this officer. Gov- 
ernments are bound to indemnify their officers 
engaged in the faithful carrying out of that which 
is assigned to them by the Government-when they 
sustuin losses, as in the case before us, in a strict 
and faithful discharge of their public duty. It is 
exactly the same principle upon which this Senate 
has passed bill after bill, for the purpose of pro- 
viding remuneration to individuals whose property 
has been seized for public uses, or has been de- 
stroyed upon reasonable ground of apprehension 
that it might fall into the hands of the enemy, by 
the military or naval officer conducting the defen- 
ces, or prosecuting the lawful warlike enterprises 
of the country. [can see no difference in the 
world between the two cases. ‘They rest upon 
the same principle, and are governed by the same 
rule of right. : 

lam aware that the hondrable Senator from New 
Hampshire [Mr. Hare] is of opinion that this 
kind of punishment should not be, and, as far as | 
know, he thinks no kind of corporal punishment 
should be inflicted upon any person connected with 
the public service of the United States. ‘That isa 
question to be determined by the Senate when the 
reper time comes. And, though the Senator may 
be right in his opinion, that is a question which 
has nothing to do with the presentcase. No bias 
should be raised against the claim of this officer 
because gentlemen may think that that punishment 
should be abolished. It is not abolished. It is in 
full force. And in this case, for which suit has 
been brought against Commander Wilkes, it was 
honestly and faithfully exercised in the discharge 
of his public duty—a duty discharged in a remote 
quarter of the world, where it was absolutely in- 
dispensable to the success of the enterprise, and 
absolutely indispensable to the safety of the lives 
of all who were intrusted to his command, that 
obedience, prompt entire obedience, should be en- 
forced from all under his control. 

Now, sir, is this case affected at all by the con- 
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sideration that the Supreme Court has ordered a 


venire facias de novo to be issued? By the power 
of the court that was the only judgment they could 


render. ‘They overturned the ruling of the court | 
below, and therefore the only course which they | 


could pursue was to order a venire facias de novo, 


in order to have .the trial conducted upon the cor- | 


rect principles. ‘lhe court determined all the ques- 
uons raised in favor of the defendant. When the 
case goes down to the court below, it will of course 
go ott there for the want of further prosecution. 
‘The question now presented is nothing more nor 
less than whether the Government will indemnity 
that honest and faithful public ojiicer for the ex- 
pense to which he has been put, not upon the 
ground that he has been faithless to his duty, not 
upon the ground that he has committed assault 
and battery, as the Senator from New Hampshire 
states, but upon the ground that he has been 
charged with wrongfully detaining a man in the 
pubhe service, and when it has been proved that 


he has been faithful to the discharge of his duties | 
to the country in that detention. it seems to me, | 


sir, that to the extent to which the committee 
thought proper, we should allow thisclaim. Rea- 
son and justice require that he should not be sub- 
jected to the expense necessarily incurred in his 
defence in a civil suit of this character. lt seems 
to me that we are under obligations that the officer 
shall not sustain loss. » ‘That, | think, is the whole 
case, independent of the question whether this 


punishment shall hereafter be lawful or not. This | 


case stands enurcly free from any question of that 


i} 
| 





sort. Itis a case of the application of power held | 
by law, without any unjust excess, without any | 
cruelty or wantonness. ‘The court have decided | 


that it was righfally exercised by the officer in 
question, applied justly to an individual under his 


jurisdiction and control, and subject to punishment | 
as an individual belonging to the navy of the Uni- | 


ted States. 

Mr. BRADBURY. It must be very obvious, 
from the character of this debate, that this is a 
private claim—a claim made by an officer ef the 
navy to be reimbursed for expenses incurred ina 
suit prosecuted against him. Now, there is a 
large number of claims which are enutled to con- 
sideration, and as weil entitled to be annexed to 
an appropriation bill as this. The true question 
presented for the consideration of the Senate is, 
whether upon an appropriation we shall undertake 


to settle private clams? The fact that this individ- | 
ual was an officer in the public service of the Uni- | 
ted States makes no diiference. The honorable | 
1 Carolina remarked, that there | 


Senator from N 
were’ several cases of bills, of a character similar 
to this amendment, having been passed. 1 noted 
that remark. 

Mr. BADGER, (interposing.) I would state 
to the honorable Senator from Maine, that the 
bills to which | referred were not bills for the pur- 
pose of reimbursing officers, but for the purpose 
of relieving private persons whose property was 
lost. And this is precisely upon that principle, 
because the oflicer himself was responsible, and 
the Government assumed the debt. 

Mr. BRADBURY. Iam aware that cases’ of 
this kind have been presented by officers claiming 
to be reimbursed when they acted in a public ca- 
pacity. And t would like to know if, when a pri- 
vate citizen has a claim upon the Government, he 
must not present his claim subject to the delays 


. . - ° | 
incident to the ordinary action of Congress upon 


clams. but when an officer of the army or navy 


has a claim, it is to be taken up as a public claim, | 


legislated upon as though it were of a different 


character, and considered as standing upon a dif- | 
ferent principle. And what is the reason of this? | 


Itis because the character of the individual changes 
the character of the claim. Can gentlemen give 
me any other reason? ‘There is no other. When- 
ever this matter is presented as other claims are, it 
will be proper to consider it. And I hope that this 
and every other similar claim will be rejected, that 
we may proceed with the appropriation bills. 

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, as I have been 
referred to the record, I want to meet this record; 
I want the people to see it. This case, as pre- 
sented by the Supreme Court, presents this fact: 
an American citizen enlisted in the American navy 
upon a construction of law which he rationally 
entertained, and this citizen honestly thought that 
he was not subject to the control of the commander 
of the squadron after a certain time. 
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Mr. WESTCOTT. I rise to a question of 

5 not 
der. There have been several speec! 
this subject. The honorable Senator 
Hampshire has spoken twice on 
For that reason I call him to order. [do ... 
the purpose of putting an end to debate ts = 
sides. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER decided 1), \ 
Hae was in order. vat Mr, 

Mr. WESTCOTT. I would inform the Ser 
from New Hampshire that 1 meant no 
sonal in calling him to order. 

Mr. HALE. Lam exceedingly obliced tot 
Senator for his explanation. But Il must say the 
this question of order has been raised but twin 
since | have had the honor of a seat in the * 
and each time it was raised by the Sen 
Ilorida upon the Senator from New H 
‘That satisfies me that there is nothing personal 
about the matter. [Great laughter. | ‘ 

I want to state to the Senate the facis of tj, 
case, as they appear upon the record of the So. 
preme Court. ‘This man stated to the commander 
that he did not believe he was under his command, 
as his term of enlistment had expired. For saying 
so and refusing to do duty he was flogged. Af, 
an interval of two or three days, and after expla. 
nations and exhortations to duty, and after havine 
time for reflection, he refuses to return to duty, ss 
he did not consider himself bound to do so, the 
same number of strokes are repeated. A fier ay. 
other interval, for like purposes, and on another 
refusal, the punishment was again inflicted, and 
at last the man returned to duty. Here was q 
question of right under the law, raised by ay 
American citizen who happened to be a sailor, and 
the argument to him is the cat-o’-nine-tails. He 
is given two or three days to reflect, Then he jg 
asked, ** Do you yield this question?” * Do yoy 
yield the question of right??? ** Will you not obey 
me, your commander?’? He answers, * No,” 
Then comes the cat-o’-nine-tails again. After 
another interval fs given for reflection, he is brought 
up, and the commander asks him, ‘ Do you now 
submit??? **Do you give up the rights of an 
American citizen?’’ He arswers, ** No.” Again 
he gets the cat-o’-nine-tails. After another trial 
he submits, preferring submission to death under 
the lash. ‘That is the record, and it is for that we 
are to pay Captain Wilkes $1,000. I leave the 
subject to the Senate. 

‘lhe question having been taken on the amend- 
ment, it was decided in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Badger, Berrien, Butler, Clarke, Dayton, 
Foote, Greene, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, 
Mangum, Mason, Miller, Pearce, Wales, and Yulee—1)5. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Benton, Brad- 
bury, Bright, Cameron, Corwin, Dickinson, Dix, Dodge of 
Iowa, Douglas, Downs, Felch, Fitzgerald, Fitzpatrick, Hale, 
Hainlin, Johnson of Georgia, Jones, King, Niles, Phelps, 
Rusk, Sebastian, Spruance, Sturgeon, Turney, Underwood, 
and Upham—30. 

Mr. PEARCE offered an amendment to autho- 
rize the Secretary of the Navy to hire suitable 
accommodations, for a term of five years, in the 
new building-on the corner of F' and Seventeentlt 
streets, at a rent not exceeding one hundred and 
fifty dollars per room per annum,,or to purchase 
the whole building, if it can be procured for a sum 
not exceeding two hundred thousand dollars. 

In support of the amendment he said: | have 
been induced to offer this amendment, which 3s 
similar to the one that was offered and rejected 
some days since, because I think the facts were 
not then well understood by the Senate, and be- 
cause | think, when they are well understood, the 
Senate will perceive that this measure would be 
not only economical, but conducive to the public 
interests in several respects. There are ninely 
rooms in this building now occupied by various 
branches of the Department of War. There are, 
it appears, one hundred rooms in the building, but 
there are only ninety now occupied by various 
public offices. But we do not pay rent for ell 
these ninety rooms; some of them we are occur 
pying gratis. The necessity of some such meas: 
ure as this will easily be made apparent to the 
Senate by a few facts which I will briefly state. [ 
have a report, made by the Secretaries of a 
and of the Navy in 1846, urging the erection 0 
public buildings, fire-proof, for the protection 0 
the public documents. The report says: _ 

«The necessity for this building is extremely urgent. The 
inconvenience to which the public business is now ex 
is very great. The most valuable public documents ar 
deposited in several private buildings, which have repeat 
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, They urged an appropriation of * two hundred 
hoysand dollars to commence the work,”’ which, 
‘ey said, would be sufficient for that purpose. 
reymates were submitted by various persons, and 

. east estimate was one for $370,000 for erecting 
gilding containing one hundred and twenty-eight 
‘mall roomsor one hundred larger rooms—a build- 
no more capacious or convenient than tris 
iulding, Which can be bought for two hundred 
nonsand dollars. Some estimates for a large 
wilding, containing two hundred and twelve rooms, 
orp as high as seven hundred thousand dollars. 
n none of these estimates were satisfactory. 
They were all considered to be too loose and de- 
vive as to the materials and kind of workman- 

» This building has been erected, and found 
> be verv.useful, and we now occupy ninety rooms, 

ve certificates from various public officers— 
fam Colonel Abert, Mr. Mills, architect, Mr. 
Coltman, builder, and Mr. Ward, another builder. 
These certificates say that this building has been 
well built, from the foundation to the garret, and 
shat itis constructed from the very best materials. 
The testimony of Messrs. Coltman and Ward is, 
shat such a building as this could not be erected by 
ssp Government for less than a quarter ofa million. 
Then we have the testimony of Dr. Harris, Dr. 
Lawson, Surgeon General of the army, Mr. Ed- 
wards, Commissioner of Pensions, General Mc- 
(aila, Second Auditor of the Treasury, and various 
other public officers, that the mode of heating the 
building by hot-water pipes is very successful, fur- 
nishing a pleasant heat, and one that is very easily 
controlled and regulated. Now, sir, this makes 
out the ease of a building which is very suitable 
for the purposes of the Government; and the pro- 
priety of adopting either the whole ora part of this 
amendment will be apparent when J state the fact, 
that, besides the rooms which the Government 
now occupy in this building, they rent rooms in 
other buildings—rooms which are unsafe, not fire- 
proof, and for which they pay a larger rent than is 
asked for the rooms in this building. I will not 
trouble the Senate with further remarks. 
be apparent that it will be advantageous to the 
Government if we adopt éither the one or the other 

och of this proposition. 

We have had no report upon this subject sub- 
mitted this session from any department, although, 
I think, one was called for at an early period 
of the session. But we have the testimony of 
the Secretary of War and of the Secretary of the 
Navy, in a report made some tinte since, and their 
opinions have not changed. But things have hap- 


pened since, that make it more than ever desirable: 


that we should have a suitable and safe building. 
Since that time one of the public offices has been 
destroyed by fire, and the Government has been 
put to a great expense—perhaps not less than 


It must | 
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1 on fire, notwithstanding every precaution has 


person or persons as have obtained the right to construct the 
plank road berein mentioned across the Lsthinus of Panama, 
he shall be and he is hereby authorized to enter into a con 
tract with such company in preference to the one mentioned 
in this section, and upon similar terms 

Mr. CAMERON. Mr. President, I have no 
objection to the amendment of my friend from 
Mississippi. I have offered my amendment, be- 
cause | believe that the public interests imperatively 
demand that Congress should do something to fa- 
cilitate communication between our Atlantic and 
Pacific-coast. The project proposed some time 
since contemplated an expenditure of twoand a half 
millions of money. The plan which I have pro- 
posed contemplates an expenditure comparatively 
of a very small sum of moacy, and nothing is to 
be paid until the road shall be so far completed 
that the passage from one end of the isthmus to 
the other may be made in twelve hours. And 
when completed it will be a conveyance as good 
for all practical purposes as a railroad. It is 
wanted. Every one knows that some mode of 
communication, which can be completed in a very 


Short time, is necessary. ‘The people cannot wait 


_ ten, or five, or three years for the construction of 


a railroad. They want some temporary mode of 
communication, which can be completed as speed- 
ily as possible, and this is just what they want. 
This road, which can be constructed in a very 
short time, will answer ail practical purposes, and 
will not interfere with a railroad across the Isth- 
mus of Panama, or with the project of the Senator 
from Mississippi for a road across the Isthmus of 
Tehuantepec. Our citizens are flocking to the Pa- 
cific in such vast numbers that all present modes 
of travel are completely biocked up, and the peo-® 
ple are put to vast expense in order to reach those 
points to which, if this road were constructed, they | 
might travel fora comparatively insignificant sum. 


| ‘This is but a temporary measure, and so well un- 
| derstood that I will not occupy the time of the 


‘wenty-five thousand dollars—to,replace the papers | 


cestroyed by fire last winter, 
The amendment was not agreed to, 


Mr. CAMERON moved to amend the bill by | 


inserting the following: 


Sec. —. ind be it further enacted, That the Secretary of 
the Navy be and he is hereby authorized to enter into a 
eoatract, on the part of the Government of the United Siates, 
“ih such person or persons as shall have obtained the right 
© construct a plank road across the Isthmus of Panama, 
Meir associates and assigns, for the transportation of the 


mals of the United States, and of all army and naval forees, | : . . 
| 18 raging there, and which might well be anticipa- 


itcluding soldiers, marines, and sailors, belonging to the 
army and navy of the United States, over said road from the 
Atiantic to the Pacific Ocean, and for the free use of said 


road for the transportation over it of munitions of war, army | 


6 


male under such contract until such road shall be so far 
completed as to afford a conveyance across the isthmus 
within the space of twelve hours: .4nd provided, also, That 
“ie contract shall be made upon the condition that the said 
road be commenced within three months from the date ot 
the contract and be completed one year thereafter: nd pro- 


and naval stores, for a sum which shall not exceed seventy- || 
ive thousand dollars: Provided, That no payment shall be || 


Senate in discussing it. 

Mr. CLARKE. Mr. President, since the project 
for a railroad across the Isthmus of Panama was 
first presented to the Senate, | have been impressed 
with the necessity of some more direct communi- 
cation with our Pacific possessions. 1t appears to 
me that the Government of the United States, the 
Congress of the United States, are bound, not only 
from political but from moral reasons, to furnish to 
the emigrating population of this country a safer, 
more direct, and better mode of communication 
than is now possessed. It is not necessary for me 
to state the views I have entertained for years past 
in regard to the desirableness of a more dwect com- 
munication between the Atlantic and Pacific. We 
have now become possessed oPa territory upon 
that coast, in addition to the former ‘Territory of 
Oregon, of almost incalculable value. ‘he harbors 
that nature has formed in the ‘Territory of Califor- 
nia are not surpassed by the harbors of any coast 
in the whole world. it must be perceived that it 
cannot be long before the harbor of San Francisco 
must be one of the most important in the world. 
The population of this country is flocking to Cali- 
fornia with a rapidity which has never been expe- 
rienced in the emigration from any one portion of 

| the world to another. Not only are the people of 
| this country flocking thither, but people from all 
parts of the world are wending their way to Cali- 
fornia, in search of what the world calls wealth. 
The political obligation upon the Government of 
the United States is that they should, at an early 
day, form a government able to protect these emi- 
grants from the lawless violence which we know 


ted. ‘There is a moral obligauon, in my opinion, 
for the United States, now possessed of the coun- 
try to which they are inviting emigration, to fur- 
nish the protection of law to the people who have 
gone and who may yet go thither. ‘Thousands of 
| our fellow-citizens have gone to California, thou- 

sands are on their way there, and many thousands 


‘| more will proceed thither in the course of the next 


vided further, That Congress miy, at any time after the said | 


rad shall have heen completed and in operation five years, 
rescind the same by joint resoiution. 


Mr. FOOTE moved.to amend the amendment 
dy adding thereto the following: 


Provided, also,.That, if the Secretary of the Navy shall 
‘seertain that there is any company in existence duly au- 
“onzed to contract for the transportation of the mails, the 
“my, naval forces, &e., across the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, 
and Uiat a contract with such latter company will be, upon 


the Whole, more advantageous to the Government than the 
contract authorized by this seetion to be made with such 


year; and it does seem to me that it 1s a matter 
for weighty and serious consideration whether we 
are not morally, as well as politically, bound to 
protect those of our fellow-citizens who have left 
their homes for that distant land from the lawless 
violence which must reign there, unless the vicious, 
the unprincipled, and the reckless are restrained by 
the strong arm of the law. And, sir, it must be 


evident to the Senate that there is a necessity, an 
actual, absolute necessity for some more direct and 
| better route from this country to our possessions | 


653 


on the Pacific. It must be evident, that without 
direct and’ speedy communication with that coun- 
try, we cannot, except at vast trouble and expense, 
maintain that order among the people of that coun- 
try which the well-being of society demands. We 
have now a line of steamers running from New 
York to Chagres, for which the Government of 
the United States are paying annually $290,000 for 
transporting the mails alone. Upon the Pacific 
side we have another line of steamers running from 
Panama to San Francisco, for which we annual!y 
pay $200,000. These two lines, running from the 
creat commercial emporium of this country to San 
l’rancisco, in California, are not connected. They 
are separated from each other by the Isthmus of 
Panama. It seems to me that no stronger proof 
than this of the necessity of some communication 
across the continent is needed, 

We have had the proposition of Mr. Whitney 
before us for a long time for a railroad to Oregon. 
We all know that it will take a long time before 
that road can be made. 


We have also the mag- 
nificent project lately presented by the Senator from 
Missouri, |Mr. Benton.] But it will be long be- 
fore that can be executed, however degirable it may 
be to form a direct communication across our own 
country between the Atlantic and Pacific coasts. 
Every reflecting gentleman must perceive thatitwill 
be a long time before that project can, in any shape, 
be executed. We cannot wait for the completion 
of any of these great and magnificent projects. 
We want some mode of communication now. The 
passage around Cape Horn requires far too great 
an outlay of time. The route by the way of the 
Isthmus of Panama is too expensive. The over- 
land route is dangerous, and must be undertaken 
in military form, and is not calculated for emigra- 
tion. 

We have aaproject for crossing the Isthmus of 
Tehuantepec. By an examination of the maps it 
will be found that a road across that isthmus can- 
not be made less than one hundred and sixty-five 
miles in length, which, together with canalling, and 
steamboating, will make two hundred miles in the 
aggregate. ‘There is another road proposed in that 
neighborhood, by way of Lake Nicaragua, which 
will be some three or four hundred miles in length. 
The road across the Isthmus of Panama will be 
about fifty miles from one extremity to the other. 
And if you take neither of these routes between 
this country and California, you have no other left 
but the route around Cape Horn. I see by the 
papers, that within the last sixty or ninety days, 
not less than one hundred and seventy-eight ves- 
sels, perhaps two hundred, have sailed for Cali- 
fornia. These ships have taken not less than 
twelve thousand passengers. [rom tbe last ac- 
counts from Kurope it appears that ships are leav- 
ing wharves of their cities loaded with passengers, 
all bound for the modern Ophir. Weare all famil- 
iar with these facts. They are spread before us 
every morning. We all know that the route around 
Cape Horn is a long one. The distance from the 
port of New York to San Francisco, by way of 
Cape Horn, is nineteen thousand miles. By way 
of the Isthmus of Panama it is only about five 
thonsand miles—an immense saving of distance 
and of time. It seems to me that it is important 
that the Government of the United- States should 
provide, not only for itself but for the eitizens of 
the’ United States, some moré direct route, by 
which the citizens who are flocking into that coun- 
try could find a more direct passage, and those 


| who choose to return, a more ready access to their 


homes. Unless something be done by the Gov- 
ernment of the United States, we shall adjourn and 
leave that route, and all the routes between here 
and San Francisco, precisely as we found them. 
The Senate of the United States and the President 
of the United States, in June last, ratified a treaty 
with the Government of New Granada, by which 
the Government of the United States, after a long 
and tedious negotiation, acquired from the Gov- 
ernment of New Granada the right of way across 
the Isthmus of Panama, and that was deemed so 
important by the President of the United Stace. 
and the Senate of the United States, that that 
treaty, guarantying, as it did, to New Granada the 
neutrality of the Isthmus, was ratified by the Senate 
of the United States for the purpose of securing it. 
Now, I understand that the gentlemen who have 
proposed to enteg into contract for the transportation 
of the mails, munitions of war, men, and all kinds 
of supplies across the isthmus, have obtained from 
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the Government of New Granada a contract by 
which they have the exclusive right to make a 
railroad across the Isthmus of Panama. ‘That 
right of itself, in my humble estimation, is worth 
little to them unless they can throw over it the shield 
of the United States for the protection of their prop- 
erty. It is hardly necessary to say that no prudent 
citizen of the United States would invest a large 
sum of money, some five millions of dollars, or 
anything like it, to build a road in any of the States 
of Central America, unless they can carry with 
them the moral capital which the protection of the 
United States would afford them. Now, the first 
object, as | understand it, of the gentlemen who 
have made a proposition to Congress at this session, 
has been to get from the Government of the United 
States that protection of their rights, that moral 
power of the United States thrown over them to 
protect them in the enjoyment of their property. 
‘They have also proposed to the Government of the 
United States that they would, for a certain com 

pensation, transport for the Government all its 
men, munitions of war, and every material which 
they might desire to have carried from one side of 
the isthmus to the other. Now, sir, unless some- 
thing be done in the shape of a contract with some 
company for the transportation of your munitions 
of war, mails, men, &c., you have no other resource 
but to send all these Government stores and men 
by your ships of war around Cape Horn. Il would 
simply remark here that, from the fact that a sloop 
of war in the service of the United States costs the 
Grovernment seventy-five thousand dollars a year 
for pay and support of the men, thata frigate costs 
two hundred thousand dollars a year, and a ship 
of the line costs three hundred thousand dollars a 
year, | think we should save a vast sum annually 
by sending our munitions of war, and other sup- 
plies, across the Isthmus of Panayga, instead of 
sending these ships around Cape Horn. Why, 
sir, a frigate is six months on its passage from our 
Atlantic to our Pacific coast. It could make but 
one voyageina year. ‘To send our supplies, then, 
in our Government vessels around Cape Horn, 
would cost the Government of the United States 
absolutely more than has been asked at the highest 
rate for the se curity of this road across the Isthinus 
of Panama. ; 

But this is not the plan now proposed, but a 
new plan suggested by the Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania, [Mr. Camernon.] I shall give my vote for 
his plan, because | consider it a matter of neces- 
sity that there should be some means by which 
the population which is now flowing into that coun- 
try may be enabled to travel easily and safely 
thither, and return easily and safely to their homes 
in this country, whenever the y shall choose to re- 
turn, and by which a communication may be kept 
up between our people at home and the people of 
California. 

Mr..President, we have heard of the necessity 
of giving a government to California. The po- 
sition of the people of that country has been 
demeted here. All their necessities have been ex- 
plained and set forth. ‘Those necessities are real. 
The Congress of the United States have been 
advised that some government should be formed 
there, if a government is ever to be formed there, 
before the close of the present season. We have 
no communication between this country and that 
except the ordinary communication—that long, 
tedious, and dangerous route around Cape Horn. 
In such a state of things it is, | may say, almost 
entirely useless to give a government to California. 
‘That country lies so far distant from the seat of 
the Federal Government, communication with it is 
so difficult and so unfrequent, that it seems as 
though it would be almost impossible to hold in 
check the fierce and lawless tendency of a portion 
of the population. Any government that we can 
establish over it would lose half its effect from the 
want of power to execute it. I have nothing more 
to say. I leave the subject to the Senate. 

The question being on the amendment of Mr. 
Cameron, modified by the amendment of Mr. 
Foorer— 

Mr. MANGUM rose and said: Mr. President, 
being utterly opposed to that amendment at the 
present ume, | simply rise to ask for the yeas and 
nays, 

The yeas and nays were ordered, and resulted 
as follows: , 

YEAS—Mersrs. Baldwin, Cameron, Clarke, Dodge of 


Jows, Douglis, Fitzgerald, Greene, Hale, King, Wales, 
and Westceotr—10. 


NAYS—MesSrs. Allen, Atchison, Atherton, Badger, Ber 
rien, Borland, Bradbury, Breese, Bright, Butler, Davis of 
Missts-ippt, Dix, Downs, Pelch, Fitzpatrick, Hamlin, Hous- 
ton, flunter, Johnson of Maryland, Jobnson of Louisiana, 
Johoson of Georgia, Mangum, Mason, Niles, Pearce, Phelps, 
Rusk, Spruance, Turney, and Underwood—30. 


Mr. WESTCOTT offered the following amend- 
ment: 

For the survey of the reefs, shoals, and keys and coasts of 
South Plonda by the coast survey, and for which the Secre- 
tary of the Navy is hereby directed to provide officers, ves- 
sels, and crews to said coast survey, the sum of #30,000, 

In offering the amendment Mr. W. said: Mr. 
President, | do not see the honorable Senator from 
Massachusetts, [Mr. Davis,} who is a member of 
the Committee on Commerce, in his seat. [| would 
call the attention of the honorable Senator from 
New York, (Mr. Dix,] who is the chairman of 
that committee, to the amendment which I now 
offer, and which is predicated upona report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury, which has been printed 
by order of the Senate, and probably read by all. 
| beg leave to say, that although the appropriation 
proposed by the amendment is for a public work 
in my section of the country, the citizens of my 
State are not interested one farthing init. It isa 
work altogether for the benefit of those who ship 
produce from the western country, and the north- 
ern merchants. It is exclusively, entirely, for their 
benefit. itis an item for the survey of the reefs, 
shoals, and coast of South Florida, for which the 
Secretary of the Navy is authorized to appropriate 
twenty thousand dollars, ‘There is a report of the 
Secretary of the Navy on the table, printed by 
order of the Senate, in which the reasons for this 
appropriation are stated. I would not encumber 
‘the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill, the other 
day, when it wasup, with this amendment, because 
I considered it more appropriate to the bill now 
before us, after hearing what was said on a former 
occasion in relation to the coast survey. ‘The hon- 
orable Senator from Massachusetts, and the hon- 
orable Senator from New York, I have no doubt, 
will state that this subject has been referred to the 
Committee on Commerce, and has not met with 
their approbation. I would state that there are 
documents upon the table of the Senate showing 
the annual value of the wrecks of the northern ves- 
sels and western produce upon these reefs and 
shoals, of which there has never been an American 
chart published. ‘The only authentic chart of that 
section of the coast ever published is a Spanish 
chart some eighty years old. This report estuumates 
the value of vessels and produce Jost upon these 
reefs and shoals last year at $1,282,000. With 
these fe@remarks, | take leave of this matter, with 
the request that iw Senator from Massachusetts 
and the Senator ffom New York, who areon the 
Committee on Commerce, will give the Senate the 
benefit of their knowledge upon the subject. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. Mr. Pres- 
ident, in answer to the appeal which the honorable 
Senator from Florida has addressed to me, | can 
only say that this is unquestionably a very import- 
ant partof the coast survey. Navigation about 
that coast is extremely dangerous. ‘The loss of 
property upon the reefs and shoals with which that 
coast abounds is very great. I think the amount 
of property that I have seen stated as having been 
wrecked within the last year upon the coast where 
this survey ts proposed to be made something ex- 
ceeds a million of dollars. 1 have noticed a paper 
that the Senator from Florida refers to, which, | be- 
lieve, isa letter from the superintendent of the coast 
survey, in which he states how, in what way, and 
in what manner, this work may be commenced con- 
sistently with that system which is now going on, 
and considerable dispatch given to it. It 1s a mere 
question of time. We intend to have the survey 
made. If it can be conveniently commenced by the 
Government now, the advantages will be the earlier 
realized from it. 1 think it is very desirable that 
it should be done; and it appears to me, from the 
paper which I have read, that the plan is a feasible 
one, and conpects itself by additional bases with 
the general survey going on. If we commence it 
now, we will get a chart sooner, and probably 
save many valuable vessels with their cargoes, and 
perhaps the lives of their crews, from being swal- 
lowed up upon this dangerous coast. 

Mr. DIX. Mr. President, as the Senator from 
Florida has appealed to me, I wish to say that I 
shall vote for this amendment. I have read the 
document to which he has referred, and from it 
I find hat the amount of property lost during the 
« last year upon that coast was $1,282,000. I think 
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tub, and every one must take his ration or not) 


i _ March 2, 


it of the utmost importance that this sury, y 
be made, and properly made. I shai! a 
vote for the proposition. 

Mr. BERRIEN. Mr. President, I rise . 
for the purpose of asking by whom this sory om 
to be made, if this amendment is agreed to? ae 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. [t will be os, 
on by the superintendent of the coast surye ty 

The amendment was agreed to. y: 

SPIRIT RATION IN THE Navy, 

Mr. HALE submitted the following 
ment: 7 
_ That the Secretary of the Navy is hereby authori,, 
forbid the use of spirituous liquors in the NAVY OF tie " 7 
States, so far as he may de em it expedient, aud to syle 
other articles or money therefor, 

In submitting the amendment, he said: = 
only say, that the amendment does not propose , 
abolish the spirit ration; it merely puts it at t 
discretion of the Secretary of the Navy. 


3 ig 
» theres ms 


ed 
“ 


amend 


) 
ie 


I under. 


stand that it was once the case that boys and 
; 8, a1 

those who did not choose to drink the spirit ration 

served out to them, could transfer it to other sailor. 


or receive money in lieu of it. But now that is yo, 
. . N 
the case. The grog is now served out in 


a larve 
The amendment simply puts it at the discretion of 
the Secretary of the Navy, if he may deein it ey. 
pedient, to disallow the spirit ration, and subs). 
tute other articles for it. I really hope it will jp 
adopted. 

Mr. BERRIEN. This amendment puts this 
matter at the discretion of the Secretary of the 
Navy, and for that reason it is objectionable. We 
should not transfer our responsibility from oy. 
selves to the Secretary of the Navy. = If this thi 
ought to be abolished, let us do it; if not, let ys 
submit to it. But do not let us shrink from oy 
responsibility, and transfer it to an Executive 
officer. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. I would ask 
the Senator from New Hampshire if there is no 
power now vested in the Secretary of the Navy w 
make this commutation in all cases where the par- 
tles consent it? 

Severat Senators. Certainly there is, 

Mr. HALE. This authorizes the Secretary to 
limit the ration. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. If I remember 
the law correctly, it is, that the Secretary is autho- 
rized, and such orders exist, that the sailor may 
receive sugar, colfee, or any article of that deserip- 
tion, or the money, In lieu of his spirit ration. 

Mr. DIX. I understand that there is a rate of 


Y 





commutation now, and that the ration is only one 


cent, while the commutation is four cents in money. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Massachusetts. As the law 
now stands, it is better than the Senator from New 
Hampshire would make it. 

Mr. BADGER. The law is now much better 
than the amendment of the Senator from New 
Hampshire makes it. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. BENTON offered the following, and it was 
agreed to: 

For testing the capacity and usefulness of the clecto- 
magnetic power as a mechanical agent for the purposes ol 
navigation and locomotion, and the probable cost of using 
the same according to the invention of Professor Page, the 
sum of $20,000, to be expended under the supervision of the 
Secretary of the Navy in making a practical experiment 0 
said invention, according to the plan to be proposed and 
conducted by Professor Page. 

Mr. DICKINSON offered the following, (pre- 
ceded by remarks which will be found in the Ap 
pendix,) and it was agreed to: 

For the embankment on the flats between the navy-yw! 
and hospital at Brooklyn, $40,000. 

The bill was then reported to the Senate, and 
the amendments were concurred in, the ament- 
ments were engrossed, the bill was ordered to 4 


third reading, read a third time, and passed. 


i} 


POST OFFICE APPROPRIATION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, the Senaie 
proceeded, as in Committee of the Whole, to the 
consideration of the bill making appropriations fot 
the service of the Post Office Department for We 
year ending the 30th June, 1850. 

Mr. BORLAND offered an amendment, as 
gdditional section, to establish certain post routes. 

In support of this amendment, he said he wes 
aware that the bill before the Senate was not ® 
post road bill. Such bills were passed only once 
in two years. But the rapid increase of popula 
tion, since the last post road bill was passed, @ 
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yeral new States, and especially in the State of 
Arkansas, had rendered it absolutely necessary 
vat these roads should be established, and that 
a his reason for offering the amendment. It 
- id require but very litue additional expense, 
‘qnuch as the revenue derived from the new 

og would very nearly pay the expense incurred 
. theirestablishment. He hoped that in view of 
 aaet esities of the case, the amendment would 





adopted. E o 

Mr. JONES offered an amendment to the amend- 
a ** * . ‘ 

ont, to establish certain post routes in the State 


t 
A 


I 
flow 


was no instance of post routes having been put 
on appropriation bills. He thought thatif they 
noe De van adding post routes to the bill, there 
yould be no end to the number that would be 
iied. He had no doubt that every Senator had 
routes tO propose, and if one Senator was allowed 
. provide for increased mail facilities for the peo- 
of any portion of his State, then they must 
way to all similar propositions that might be 
yet forward. He considered the amendment 
entirely inappropriate, and he hoped the Senate 
would reject it. . ; 
Vr. BORLAND said he regretted the necessity 
which compelled him to occupy the time of the 
Senate in discussing the proposition, but he cer- 
winly could not allow the amendment to be sum- 
marily disposed of, and the postal interests of the 
neople of a portion of the State he had the honor 
io represent, be thus left in their present unfavor- | 
le condition. He had been very unwilling to 
iroduce the amendmentat this time, and append 
2 ro that bill. It might be an unusual course, but 
he would remind the Senator from New Hamp- 
hire (Mr. ArnHeRTON] that unusual amendments 
had been made to almost every bill that had been 
before the Senate. ‘The Senator from New tlamp- 
shire could not appreciate the necessities of the 
ease, because No such necessities exist in that 
ventieman’s State, nor in any of the old States, as 
exist in the new States, and especially such as | 
exist in the State of Arkansas. Settlements had 
been made in the State of Arkansas which had no 
existence at all at the time the last post road bill 
was passed. They had large settlements in Ar- 
kansas, comprising a great number of families, 
with no post office within less than ferty or fifty 
milesof them. ‘These persons had to maintain a 
private mail, neighbors clubbing together to bear 
the expense. Some of the settlements kept up | 
these private mail communications with the near- | 
est post offices as often as twice a week, a faet | 
which of itself furnished conclusive proof of the 
necessity of the adoption of the amendment. ‘The 
question was simply whether those persons should 
sull be put to the trouble and expense of sending | 
forty or fifty miles for all their letters and papers, 


nie 
} 


ove 


lishing new post routes? He could *not believe, 
atas the Senate then understood the urgency of 
ie case, the amendment would be rejected. 
Mr. BRIGHT was satisfied that the temper of | 
the Senate was against the amendment of the 
Senator from Arkansas. He himself had several 
mendnents of a similar character to propose, but | 
hedid not think it expedient to offer them now. | 
There would be a bill brought before the Senate 
vefore the close of the session to which such 


j 


iendments would be appropriate, and he would 
suggest to the Senator from Arkansas to withdraw 
his amendment at present, and offer it again when | 
we other bill should come up. 

Mr. BORLAND replied that he had no objec- 
ton to withdraw his amendment if there would be 
another opportunity afforded him of securing its 
passage, 

The amendment was withdrawn. 

Mr. ATHERTON said he hoped that the bill | 
Would now be allowed to pass; time was pressing. | 
Mr. NILES said that he was as anxious as any 
Setator to push through the public business, But | 
‘e must discharge what he felt to be his duty to | 
“e country. There was a bill providing for re- 
‘vced and uniform rates of postage which had 
‘st him much labor, and upon which he had in 
‘un endeavored to get the action of the Senate. 
He considered it very important that the bill should 
- acted upon at this session. He wished to bring 
‘fe Senate to a vote upon it. He hoped they 
Would take up that bill at once, and act upon it. 


tr 
u 
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| ‘le would like to know whether the Senate were | 





,, ATHERTON said he believed that there | 


hether they should have the privilege of estab= |, 


willing to proceed immediately to the consideration 
of that bill. He had no objection to its being 
taken up and disposed of w ithout discussion.” All 
he asked was, that the Senate should vote upon it. 
And he thought that the bill had been sufficiently 
discussed already to enable them to act int ligibly 
upon it. Would the Senate take itup now? If 
they would not, he should feel it his duty to move 
it as an amendment to the bill then under consid- 
eration. 

Mr. ATHERTON said he hoped that the Sen- 
ator from Connecticut would net offer his bill as 
an amendment to the bill under consideration. If 
he did so offer it, it would be voted down. He 
{Mr. Atuerton] knew several Senators who were 
in favor of the bill of the Senator from Connecticut 
who would vote against it if offered as an amend- 
ment to an appropriation bill, because they deemed 
it Inappropriate so to offer it. He himself would 
vote for the measure as a separate bill, but he 
should certainly vote against it if offered as an 
amendment, as inappropriate to an appropriation 
bill. ; 

Mr. NILES said he could not help it if Senators 
should deem it their duty to oppose the amend- 
ment. He had a duty to the country to perform. 
He did not wish to discuss the measure, but he 
must insist upon having some action upon it. ‘The 
people were anxiously awaiting the action of Con- 
gress upon the subject. ‘The people were clamorous 
for the passage of that or some similar measure. 
Thousands and tens of thousands of petitions had 
been received from all parts of the country, all 
asking and calling upon us to take some steps to 
relieve the people from this onerous taxauion, and 
they have a right to know the sense of the Senate 
on the subject. ‘The bill now before the Senate 
was not a regular appropriation bill, and it was 
not at all unusual to add other provisious to bills 
of that kind. At the same time he would prefer to 
take up the bill for the reduction of postage as a 
separate measure, if he could get itup. It, how- 
ever, they would not take it up, he would move it 
as an amendment to the bill then before the Senate. 

Mr. HUNTER suggested that the chairman of 
the Conimittee on Finance [Mr. Aruerron] should 
allow the post oflice appropriation bill to be laid 
aside until to-morrow, in order to allow the gen- 
tleman from Connecticut an opportunity to bring 
up this bill. He said the appropriation bill could 
be acted upon just as well on the following day as 
then. 

Mr. NILES said that, in accordance with the 


suggestion of his friend from Virginia, [Mr. Hun- 


TER,| he would move that the post oilice appro- 
priauon bill be postponed, and@hat the Senate 


proceed to the consideration of the bill for the re- } 


duction of postages. 
The motion was disagreed to, 


Mr. NILES then offered the following bill for 
the reduction of postage as an amendment to the 
post office appropriation biil: 

And be it enacted, ¥c., That from and atter the first day of 
July next, the postage on letters shall be as follows : letters 
conveyed by mail any distance in the Untted States shall be 
charged with postage by weight, and according to their rates; 
letters Weighing not exceeding half an ounce, shall pay one 
rate of three cents, to be prepaid, and five Cents if tivt so 
prepaid; letters weighing more than half an ounce, aud not 
exceeding one Ounce, shall pay two rates, or six cents, to 
be prepaid, and ten cents it not prepaid; letters weighing 
more than one ounce and not exceeding two ounces, shall 
pay four rates, or twelve cents, to be prepaid, and twenty 


cents if not prepaid; and letters exceeding two ounces in | 


weight shall pay an additional postage of four rates, or 
twelve cents for every additional ounce, or tractioual part 
thereof, if prepaid, and twenty cents if not prepaid; and all 
drop letters, or letters to be delivered at tue ottice where 
deposited, shail be charged with one cent postage, to be pke- 
paid, and two cents if vot so prepaid. 

Sec. 2. dnd be it further enacted, Thatit shall be the duty 


of the Postinaster General, at all post offices where the gross | 


postage amounts to fifty thousand dollars annually, to provide 
for conveying letters to the post office by establishing suita- 
ble and convenient places of deposite, and by employing 
carriers to receive and deposite them in the post olfice free 
of charge; and at all such offices it shail also be his duty to 
cause letters to be delivered by suitabié carriers, to be ap- 
pointed by him for that purpose, for which not exceeding 
one cent for each letter shall be charged, and on advertised 
letters there shall be an additionabcharge not exceeding one 
cent. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That from and after the 
period aforesaid the postage on newspapers, and other printed 
matter, shall be as follows: all newspapers, not exceeding 
in weight (when dry) two ounces, shall pay one cent postage, 
and a like sum for every additional ounce or fractional part 
thereof: Provided, ‘That newspapers, not weighing over one 
ounce and a half, and sent from the offices where printed not 
more than fifty miles, shail be charged with one half cent 
postage only. Pamphlets, magazines, and books, whether 
periodical or not, shall be charged with portage at the rate 
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of one cent the ounce, but any fractional part of au ounce 
shall be charged one cent. ‘The postage on newspapers and 
other perrodicals, mot sent trom the office of paride 
inust be prepa; and all haudbiils, circulars, 
letters, notsealed, shall be charged with on: 
letter postage. 


ition, 
and printed 
hall the rate of 
That publishers of newspapers and period 
enutuled to receive, free of postage, one copy af 
iny Other newspaper or periodical, in exchange tor their own 
publication, and have the privitege of sendiog bills against 
thetrsubseersbers in thet papers or periodicals, tree om chare. 

Si 1. .Pnd het further enacted, ‘Thatall letters conve yed 
ia the United States mail by sea, from any place in the Usi 
ted States to anv toreien country, orto the possessions of the 
United States on the Pacifie, shall be charged with a uniform 
postage of twenty-one cents when not Weighing over hall an 
ounce, and the like sum for any additional half ounce, or 
fractional part thereof; the same rates of postage shall be 
charged on all letters conveyed in like manner from any 
foreign country, or the possessions of the United States on 
the Pacific, to any place in the United States: this rate is 
exclusive of the foreign postage chargeable on sueh letters, 
And all letters conveyed from any place ia the United States 
to any foreign e¢ 
auy fore 


icals shall b 





HOEY, ThA packet or mail ship belonging te 
ign Power, or the ciluzens thereof, and « mployed by 
such power to transport jts mail, shall be charged with port- 
age atthe rate of five cents the half ounce.in manner afore- 
said, in addition tothe postage charged by such eountri ‘ssand 
allletters conveyed in such foreign packet or gail shup, fram 
any foreign county to any port or place in the United States 
shall be charged with five cents postage for eagh half ounee, 
or fractional part thereof, in addition to the foreign post 
age; and allletters posted or mailed at any pinee in the Unoted 
Slates for any foreign country, or the Pacific coastatthe Unt 
ted States, and conveyed by a private vessel or ship, whether 
owned by citizens of the United States, or citizens of a for. 
eign country, and notemployed in transporting a public maa, 
shall be charged with five cents postage the half ounce, in 
manner aforesaid, to be prepaid ; and ail letters conveyed in 
such private vessel or ship, trom a foreign eountry to the 
United States, and posted at any place in the United States, 
shall be charged with the like postage of five cents the half 
ounce; and no additional charge shall be made forimland post 
age, And all hewspapers conveyed from the United States 
to any foreign country, or to the Pacific coast of the United 
States, or from any foreign county, or the Pacifie coast, to 
the United States, in any packet or steamship, tansporting 
a public mail,shall be charged with two cents postage for 
each newspaper, no addition being made for inland postage. 
And all pumnphiets, magazines, or books, conve yed in the 
mail as aforesaid, from the United States to any foreign coun- 
uy, or the Paeilic eoast of the United States, or from any for 
eign country on the Pacilic coast, to any place in the | nited 
States, and not weighing more than two ounces, shall pay 
two cents postage, and two cents for every additional ounee, 
or fractional part thereof, no addition being charged for inland 
postage. ; 

Sec. 5. nd he it further enacted, That the sum of seven 
hundred and filty thousand dotfars be, and the same is bere- 
by, appropriated, from any moneys in the treasury not oth 
erwise appropriated, for the service of the Post Office De 
partment, for the year ending on the thirtieth day of June, 
eighteen hundred and fifty, should the ordinary revenues of 
the departinent be tnsutticient to sustain the serviee now 
authorized, or which may hereafter be authorized by law. 

Sec. 6. And he it further enacted, That the Postmaster 
General be authorizea 10 prepare postage stamps, whieh, 
when attached to any letter, shall be evidence of payment 
of the postage chargeable on such letter; which said stamps 
the Postmaster General may deliver to any deputy postmias- 
ter Who may apply for the same, the deputy postmaster pay 
ing or becoming responsible for the stamps so received by 
him; and if ahy of said stamps shall not be used, but be 
returned to the General Post Office, the amount so returned 
shall be credited to such deputy postmaster; and such deputy 
postmaster may sell or dispose of any stamps so received by 
hun to any person who may wish to use the same; but it 
shall not be lawtul for any deputy postmaster to prepare, 
use, or dispose, of any stamps not authorized by or received 
from the Postmaster General; and any person who shall 
falsely and fraudulently make, utter, or forge any postage 
stamp, or shall falsely and fraudulently attach to a letter any 
stamp which has been used in paymentot postage, knowing 
that such stamp bas so been used, and with the intent to 
defraud the Post Office Department, such person on convie- 
tion shall for every such otfence be fined not execeding 
8300, or imprisoned not exceeding six months, or both, ac 
cording to the circumstances and aggravations ofthe offence, 

Sec. 7. dnd be it further enacted, That, should the com- 
inissions Of postmasters decline under the operations of this 
act, it shall be the duty of the Postmaster General to allow 
them, in addition to what they are_ entitled to by existing 
laws, a sun sufficient to make their whole compensation 
equal to what it was in the year ending the 30th June, 1848, 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That all acts and parts 
of acts inconsistept with the provisions of this act be, and 
the same are hereby, repealed: Provided, That this act 
shall not be construed to repeal the several acts or parts of 
acts relating to the franking privilege. 


Mr. ATHERTON said he would only say that 
he hoped the amendment would not be adopted, 
but voted down. He wished to have it brought 
up as aseparate measure. He should vote against 
it as an amendment to the appropriation bill. 

The question being on the adoption of the amend- 
ment— 

Mr. NILES called for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and resulted as follows: 

Y¥Y EAS— Messrs. Baldwin, Cameron, Clarke, Corwin, Da- 
vis of Massachuseits, Dix, Dodge of lowa, Feich, Fitzger- 


ald, Greene, Hale, Hamlin, Jone=, Miller, Niles, Rusk, 
Underwood, Upham, Wales, and Yulee—20. 

NAYS— Messer’. Atchison, Atherton, Badger, Bell, Ren- 
ton, Berrien, Borland, Bradbury, Breese, Bright, Buuer, 
Davis of Mississippi, Downs, Fitapatrick, Foote, Houston, 
Hunter, Johnson of Maryland, Johnson of Louisiana, John- 








nn | 


son of Georgia, King, Mason, Pearce, Sebastian, Spruance, 
and Turney—26, 

So the amendment was rejected. ‘ 

Mr. BORLAND then renewed his amendment 
for the establishment of new post routes in Arkan- 

. ' 

sas; which was rejected. 

Mr. NILES offered the following amendment: 

2e it enacted, That the better to enable the postal treaty 
with Great Britain to go into full effect with equal advantage 
te both countries, letters shall be mailed as composing one 
rate only, where the letter exceeds the weight of half an 
but does not exceed an ounce; as composing two 


cnihce 

rates, where itexceeds an ounce, but does not exceed two 
ouners; as composing four rates, where it txceeds two 
onnees, but does not exceed three ounces; as composing 


six rates, Where it exceeds three ounces, but does not ex 
ceed four ounees; a8 Composing cight rates, where itexceeds 
four ounces, but does not exceed five ounces; and in like 
progression for each additional ounce, or portion of au ounce, 
andthateach rate shall be subject tothe tall postage charge ; 
that letters refused, or which cannot be delivered, may be 
immediately returned to the office, and that newspapers not 
sent from the office of publication shail be charged with the 
sume postage as other papers, to he prepaid, 

Mr. BRADBURY eaid he wished it to be un- 
derstood that, although he voted against appending 
the ‘bili for the reduction of postages”’ to the post 
office appropriation bill as an amendment, he was 
in favor ofe such a measure, and, whenever it 
should be brought up as a separate bill, he would 
give it his support. 

he amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. NILES, at the request of the Post Office 
Committee, proposed further to amend the bil! by 
the addition of a provision in relation to a contract 
for transporting the mails from New York to New 
Orleans by some new route, (of which we could 
not obtain a copy.) 

Mr. ATHERTON. Mr. President, it seems to 
me that this isan amendment of a very different 
description from the one just adopted. ‘There 
have been so many objections to these contracts, 
that I think it would be very dangetous to enter 
upon a new contract on the post otfice appropria- 
tion bill. This amendment proposes to authorize 
the Postmaster General to make acontract. He 
is to report, to be sure, the contract to the next 
ongeress. Sut every one. knows that when a 
istmaster General makes a contract, Congress 
considers itself bound to sanction that contract. 
This proposition is just as much a direction to the 
Postmaster General to make this contract as though 
it said so in so many words. 1 hope, at any rate, 
that it will not be adopted. 

Vir. TURNEY. Mr. President, I think the 
rmendment will establish a dangerous and mis- 
chievous pre cedent. ‘The effect of the system 
shadowed forth in the amendment will be to take 
from the Post Office Department the power to 
make Not merely contenting 
yourselves with establishing mail routes, leaving 
the details of the contracts to the Postmaster Gen- 
eral to arrange, in his sound discretion, you must 
take it upon yourselves to make the contracts, to 
settle the details. How does the amendment read? 
It makes it incumbent upon the Postmaster Gen- 
eral to make a contract for the transportation of 
the mails from one point to another *‘three timesa 
week,’’ and for a certain amount of money. Con- 
gress takes upon itself, or will take upon itself, if 
this amendment be adopted, to arrange all the par- 
ticulars of these contracts—to specify the amount 
of service, and the compensation to be paid. Now, 
I say that such a system of policy will be ruinous 
and destructive to that department of the Govern- 
ment. Lt would be much better to let that depart- 
ment manage the business which comes within its 
lezitimate sphere. The Postmaster General can 
make a much better contract than.Congress can 
make. At any rate, it is within his appropriate 
sphere to attend to all such business, and it is not 
in ours. I hope the amendment will be rejected. 

Mr. NILES. Mr. President, I am not disposed 
to take up the time of the Senate in discussing this 
subject, but it is a very Important matter, and de- 
serves some attention. ‘The proposition itself, 
however, is not of so much importance, as it ex- 
tends only to the next Congress. The propriety 
of establishing this line will be readily seen by any 
one who will take the trouble of looking at the 
subject. 1 will only say that I was astonished, on 
tracing this route on the map, that it has not been 
established before this. 
the matter, will see that it is almost in a direct line 
from New York to New Orleans, the whole dis- 
tance being about one thousand miles, which is 
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these contracts. 


only a little more than one-half the present. This | 


scrvice is to be performed in five days, a very im- 


Any one, on examining || 
, = 
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portant consideration. Every one will perceive 

| the importance of such a line, provided that the 

| Service can be performed for a reasonable charge. 

jut a more important consideration is, that all the 

| great commercial cities of the eastern, middle, and 
southern States are situated directly on this route. 
That is a consideration of the utmost importance, 
and, united with the others, furnishes ample reason 
for the adoption of this measure. 

Mr. YULEE. Mr. President, I must beg the 
indulgence of the Senate while I say a very few 
words, I admit that this amendment, which has 
been proposed by the Post Office Committee, is not 
striclly appropriate to the bill before the Senate, 
and that, if the practice of the Senate were strictly 

| carried, it could not be adopted. But 1 think the 
exceedingly important character of the amendment 
| may plead the indulgence of the Senate. 1 under- 
stand it to have been reported unanimously by the 
Post Office Committee. ‘The present contract time 
for the performance of the service between New 
, York and New Orleans is eight days. The prac- 


tical, actual performance is about nine days. It | 


will be seen, then, that this route, if practical, will 
reduce the term of the trip to one-half the ume 
| now required. And when it is calculated that the 
whole of the New England States, the State of 


New York, of New Jersey, of Delaware, of part | 


of Pennsylvania, at one end of the route, and Lou- 

isiana, a part of Alabama, the whole of Missis- 
| sippi, a part of ‘Tennessee, and Illinois, the whole 
| of ‘Texas, and the whole of Arkansas, will be im- 
mediately benefited by this proposed arrangément 
—that, instead of its taking, say ten days for their 
letters to come and return, they will be abie to 
receive them in five days—lI say in view of these 
considerations, it is well worthy the attention of 
| Congress whether this great facility to a popula- 

tion comprising half the entire population of the 
| Union, can be afforded to them within means ap- 
propriate to the mail service. 

This amendment proposes nothing more than to 
receive proposels, to be reported at the next session 
| to Congress for iis consideration and decision. 
The importance of acting now, instead of, waiting 
another year, is this: that, if it be determined that 
the service can be performed for’a price which, in 
the opinion of Congress, wiil be justified, in con- 


cation which will be afforded to such a large 
| portion of our population, a whole year will be 
| saved. ‘The establishment of the line requires the 
construction of a large number of steamers, which 
it will take two or three years to build and put into 
| operation, It isgtherefore, desirable that proposals 
should be autiffized to’ be received at once, in 
order that a whole year may be saved. In conclu- 
sion, | will express the hope thatan exception will 
be made in favor of this amendment, in considera- 
| tion of the important benefits which will result from 
this measure, and that it will be allowed to pass. * 
Mr. WALKER. Mr. President, I wish to 
| state that, although one of the Senators living fur- 
| thest from this route, | feel favorable towards it. 
I certainly wish to have this amendment adopted, 
| that the proper ofiicer may go on and ascertain 
what will be the expense of establishing this line. 
The amendment was not agreed to. 


amendments concurred in. ‘The bill was then 

ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, and 

was subsequently read a third time and passed. 
GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 

A message was received from the House of Rep- 
| resentatives, announcing that said House had 
| agreed to some and disagreed to other amendments 
| of the Senate to the bill making appropriations for 
the civiland diplomatic expenses of Government 
| for the year ending June 30, 1850. 
| The Senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
| said amendments disagreed to by the House of 
| Representatives. 
| On motion of Mr. ATHERTON, it was ordered 
| that the Senate insist on their amendments disagreed 





conference upon the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses. 
It was also ordered that Mr. Aruerton, Mr. 
| Dickinson, and Mr. Berrien, be the committee 
of conference on the part of the Senate. 
Mr. WALKER submitted the following reso- 
| lution, which was considered and agreed to: 





| be suspended for the remainder of the session. 


| FORTIFICATION, ARMY, AND OTHER. 


sideration of the great facilities for postal communi- | 


The bill was reported to the Senate, and the 


to by the House of Representatives, and ask a | 


2S a lade 2. 


A message was received from the How 
Representatives announcing that said House 1 . 
disagreed to the amendment of the Senate t md 
bill making appropriations for certain fortifie a 
of the United States for the year ending ao 
1850. oe 

Also, that said House had agreed to 1 
fourth, sixth, seventh, and twelfth amendmen 
of the Senate to the bill making appropriations 
the support of the army for the year endine vd 
30th June, 1850; that they had disagreed 1, - 
first, second, fifth, eighth, ninth, and claves 
amendments of the Senate, and concurred jy ‘ 
tenth amendment of the Senate to the said bill 
with an amendment. a 

Also, that they had concurred in the amen 
ment of the Senate to the bill to amend the a» 
entitled **An act supplemental to the act for the 
admission of the States of fowa and Wibseonsiy 
into the Union,”’ with an amendment. 

Also, that they had passed the bill to grant the 
right of way to the Mobile and Ohio ‘Railroad 
Company, with an amendment. 

The question being taken upon concurring jy 
the amendment to the bill last mentioned, it was 
agreed to. 

The Senate proceeded to the consideration of 
the resolution submitted by Mr. Manevm on the 
28th of February, making an allowance to the 
ofiicers and others of the Senate, and, having been 
amended, it was ordered that it be referred to the 
Committee on Contingent Expenses of the Senaie. 

CREDENTIALS OF HON. JAMES SHIELps, 

Mr. DOUGLAS presented the credentials of the 
Hon. James Surexps, elected a Senator from the 
State of Hlinois, for six years from the 4th ing.,, 
in the place of the Hon. 8. Breese; which wer 
read. 

Mr. WALKER rose and said, in justice to Gen. 
eral Su1eExps, in justice to the Senate of the United 
States, in justice to the people, and all concerned— 


he third 


» and he disavowed any other pernoe would 


move to refer these credentials to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. He would embody in a resolu. 
tion instructions to the committee, if he had time 
to prepare it, to inquire into the eligibility of Gen- 
eral Susetps. Tle wished that questions, which 
have lately to some extent excited an interest | 
among the members of the Senate and the people 
of the United States, might be inquired into, 

Mr. MANGUM thought the motion premature. 
The proper time to make such a motion would be 
when General Shields presented himself to take 
the oath of office. But, beyond that, the present 
body should not decide a question which properly 
devolved on the Senate as it would be constituted 
in a few days. 

Mr. WALKER appreciated the suggestion, and 
withdrew his motion. 

Several private bills were passed, and some 
other business of no particular public importance 
was transacted; and at half-past eleven o’clock the 
Senate adjourned. ‘ 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, March 2, 1849. 


The Journal of yesterday was read in part, and 
the further reading having been dispensed with, 








_ was approved. 


MEXICAN CLAIMS. : 

Mr. SMITH, of Connecticut, rose and said, 
that there was on the calendar of the Committes 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, a bill 
establish a board of commissioners on Mexican 
claims, in order to carry into effect our treaty with 
the Republic of Mexico; and, as chairman of the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, having charge of 
the bill, he felt it to be his duty to make a special 
effort to bring the House to the, consideration of 
that bill. He thought that it ought to pass dung 
the present session of Congress. He therefore 
moved that the rules of the House be suspended, 
in order to enable him to move that the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union be dit 
charged from the further consideration of Senalé 


’ bill No. 313, in order that it might be brought uP 


for the immediate action of the House. 
THE CAPITOL GROUNDS. 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee, asked the gentlemat 


|. from Connecticut [Mr. Smirx] to waive his motio® 


Resolved, That the #ixteenth joint rule of the two Houses || for a few moments. ut 


Mr. SMITH did so. 
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